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BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CONSERVATION FUND

This Fund is administered by the Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of New Zealand Inc. which is the Birdlife International Partner for New Zealand. 

Applications are now invited for financial assistance for the 2011-2012 year. The Fund is available for community-based conservation projects with significant involvement of an incorporated society or charitable trust, or of a Forest & Bird Branch in New Zealand or a BirdLife International Partner, Partner Designate or Affiliate in the Pacific Islands region. The Fund does not make grants to individuals. 

Applications close on the last Friday of July.. Successful applicants will be notified by 31 August and details of successful applicants and their projects will be published in the November issue of Forest & Bird magazine.

Criterion 

The purpose of the Fund is "to fund community projects which conserve or restore globally-threatened bird species and/or Important Bird Areas in New Zealand and the Pacific Islands region,”

The Fund will, therefore, give priority to practical projects that:

· Aim to restore or conserve one or more globally-threatened bird species or their habitats in New Zealand or the Pacific Islands region; and

· Will achieve a specific objective which will improve the viability of a species, rather than just making an annual contribution to an ongoing project.

• Information on the threat status of globally-threatened species is at the IUCN (World Conservation Union) website: http://www.iucnredlist.org 

APPLICATION INFORMATION

Funds Available

Up to a maximum of $40,000 per project

Please note the following 

The Fund normally allocates less than 100% of project costs and encourages matching funding wherever possible. Applications in which travel costs are the major item will be given lower priority.

The grants will pay for:

· Equipment, travel (in petrol vouchers), consumables or staff time.

The grants will not pay for:

· Food, accommodation or vehicle purchase

How to Apply

Applications, with the names and contact details of two referees, must be lodged on the attached application and budget forms and meet the above criteria.  They must not be longer than six pages. 

Please send applications to Forest & Bird, BirdLife International Community Conservation Fund, office@forestandbird.org.nz, or PO Box 631, Wellington, New Zealand, by close of business on the last Friday of July.  Typed applications are preferred.

Evaluation Procedures

Forest & Bird will evaluate applications against the criteria and contact nominated referees

The manner in which the funds are distributed is at the discretion of Forest & Bird and BirdLife International’s Pacific Division. These decisions will be final and binding and under no circumstances will correspondence be entered into or interviews granted regarding any decision or rules.

The committee that assesses applications and decides which ones to fund comprises the General Manager and Senior Management Team of Forest & Bird and the Director of BirdLife International’s Pacific Division in Suva, Fiji. 

GRANT INFORMATION

Funds 

Funds will be disbursed to successful applicants upon signing of a contract with Forest and Bird setting out agreed terms and conditions for project implementation and reporting.  Funds are to be used only for the purposes specified in the application and the contract and any moneys unspent a year after they were received are to be returned to Forest & Bird unless prior agreement has been reached for an extension of time.

Equipment

Equipment purchased with moneys from the Fund and valued at more than $400 when new must be reallocated as Forest & Bird directs.

Responsibilities

Forest & Bird and BirdLife International and their employees shall not be liable for any accident, illness, damage, loss or injury to and in respect of any applicant or recipient or to his or her property and belongings howsoever and wheresoever caused. Nor shall anything contained or implied in these conditions create any real or implied ongoing contractual relationship between Forest & Bird, BirdLife International or their employees, and the applicant(s) or recipient(s).

Reporting Requirements

Recipients of grants must supply Forest & Bird with interim and final narrative and financial reports at six-monthly intervals.  Reports detailing the conservation outcomes of the work and fully describe what was funded by the BirdLife International Community Conservation Fund. Templates for these reports, not exceeding six pages will be provided. 

Publications

All publications, including publicity brochures and articles, resulting from Fund‑supported projects are to include acknowledgment of the Fund’s contribution and the logos of Forest & Bird and BirdLife International. These logos are available from Forest & Bird on request office@forestandbird.org.nz
