ROYAL FOREST and BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY

Lower Hutt Branch,
P O Box 31 194,
LOWER HUTT. 5040   NZ

FOREST  &  BIRD  HOUSE,   MATIU/ SOMES  ISLAND
INFORMATION SHEET
Matiu/Somes Island has an interesting history of which some traces and relics remain today.  Although the island was too small for permanent occupation, local Maori used the island as a site for easy to defend strategic pas.  From 1872 to 1920 it was used periodically as a human quarantine station, and it was an internment camp during World Wars I and II.  On the island are old WW II gun emplacements, a memorial to those who have died there, and a lighthouse.

Several houses were built on the island in 1972 for MAF staff when Somes Island was an animal quarantine station.  The quarantine station was closed, then in 1995 the Department of Conservation took over control of the island and buildings.  Two year later, Forest and Bird Lower Hutt Branch and DoC entered into an agreement to enable one of the houses to be used for overnight stays by F&B members and by members of other environmental organizations.  
The use of Forest and Bird House gives visitors the opportunity to stay overnight on an island where there are on‑going native flora and wildlife restoration projects.  150 years of farming, and the invasion of rats and other predators destroyed most of the native vegetation and wildlife.  Now, sheep only graze a restricted area to keep the grass down, and the rats have been eliminated.  Since 1981, Lower Hutt F&B have planted over 120,000 trees and other native seedlings.  Tuatara, tree weta, giant weta, red crowned kakariki (native green parakeets) and North Island robins have been re-introduced to the island, and native falcons fly across from the hills behind Eastbourne to feed.  Little blue penguins nest on the island, and a variety of seabirds are seen around the shore.  There are three species of geckos and four species of skink on the island.  DoC propose further releases in the future.  F&B are planting succession species of trees in the growing bush, and also some rare and endangered native plants by F&B House.   
F&B House is single storey facing north-west which makes it warm and full of light.  It is self contained with a kitchen, large dining room and lounge, bathroom, another toilet, and two bedrooms each with two single beds and one room with four single beds.  Due to fire regulations only eight persons may stay overnight.
The kitchen has a gas stove, refrigerator, crockery and utensils.  Because of their high power demand, there is no microwave or freezer in the house, but visitors may use the DoC communal freezer.  The bathroom has a bath/shower and toilet.  The beds have mattresses and pillows.  There is a radio but no TV in the house.  Detergent and cleaning materials are provided, and all visitors are expected to leave the house and surrounds clean and tidy, and to take all their rubbish including recyclable material with them when they leave.  Power supply is by diesel generator which is turned on and off at set times — hence the need to take a torch.  For safety reasons, visitors should not use tracks above cliffs and steep slopes after 9 pm.  Please note that smoking is banned on the island and in F&B House, and fires are not permitted.
Matiu/Somes Island and F&B House are closed to the public on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Christmas Night.
Charges for overnight stays are $20 per person (including children in a bed) per night, with a minimum charge of $40 per night.  Day visitors may use F&B House during the day for a group fee of $40.  Payment should be made not less than a month before actual occupancy.  Bookings are not confirmed until payment has been made.
Cheques made payable to Forest & Bird Lower Hutt Branch, together with your completed Booking Application Form may be posted to the Accommodation Officer, P O Box 31 194, Lower Hutt 5040, or the completed Booking Form may by emailed and payment made by Direct Credit into the F&B House account, ANZ Bank Lower Hutt, a/c # 010607 0010643 03.  If you use Direct Credit, that should be noted on the Booking Form for your booking to be confirmed.
Transport to Matiu/Somes Island is by Dominion Post Ferry daily from Queens Wharf, Wellington, and from Days Bay Wharf, Eastbourne, and at weekends and public holidays also from Petone Wharf and Seatoun Wharf. The Ferry timetable may be viewed at www.eastbywest.co.nz.  To check the sailing status in case of bad weather, telephone 494 3339 then press 4.  Paid parking is available at Queens Wharf (a good supply of coins may be needed to buy an exit card from the underground car park), and there is free parking at Days Bay and Petone.
The F&B Accommodation Officer will notify DoC staff of your planned arrival and numbers in the party.  The DoC field officers on the island should turn on the hot water supply at F&B House, and will meet visitors on arrival off the ferry.  They will explain the arrangements for the key to F&B House, and after checking your baggage for vermin carry the baggage up the hill by trailer.  It is a 15 minute walk uphill from Somes Island Wharf to F&B House.
There is a good fresh water supply, but no shops on the island.  You will need to take food and drink for the duration of your stay, tea towels, bath towels, sleeping bags and pillow cases for each member of the party, a torch and a rubbish bag.  Day visitors too should take a bag for their rubbish.  Enjoy your visit.
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