Forest & Bird Position

- Sharks and shark finning -

Sharks are increasingly being recognised as an ancient group of species (pre-dating the dinosaurs) under serious threat. Recognised as important predators in the marine environment, their slow growth and low reproductive rates makes them extremely vulnerable to impacts such as over fishing and habitat loss.

The practise of shark finning – where the fins are stripped from a shark (dead or alive) and the body discarded – has expanded.

Shark fins are highly valued and have a large market value, to meet the demand for shark fin soup and for medicinal purposes. They are also caught as bycatch in many fisheries worldwide. 
Records show that approximately 112 species of sharks (including rays, skates and chimeras) have been recorded in New Zealand waters. Of these, 26 are listed on the IUCN Red List of species threatened with extinction. Currently, just 1 threatened species – the great white shark – is protected in New Zealand.

Information sufficient to ensure sustainable management is only available for three commercially fished shark species in New Zealand.

Forest & Bird’s position

Immediate goals:
1. “STOP SHARK FINNING”
So that:
· Any shark fins taken must be landed with the whole carcass
· Processing of sharks (shark fins, meat, liver and oil) restricted to land * 
A ban on shark finning would:

· Increase information gathering on sharks in NZ waters

· Encourage fishers to reduce accidental bycatch of sharks **
· Ease the monitoring of illegal shark finning (illegal to have any unattached fins on board vessels)

· Bring New Zealand in line with other countries that ban shark finning including Australia, South Africa, EU, USA, Brazil, Costa Rica, Equador, Canada, Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua, Palau, Spain and Oman.

* 
F&B support some level of processing (i.e. bleeding and gutting) at sea to prevent ammoniation of the flesh of some shark species

**
Close monitoring of these fisheries would be needed to prevent illegal high grading or dumping of shark carcasses

2. Implement a comprehensive National Plan of Action for Sharks, with 2 year review.
3. Provide full protection to basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus), whale shark (Rhincodon typus), deepwater nurseshark or smalltooth sandtiger shark (Odontaspis ferox), manta ray (Manta birostris) and spinetail devilray (Mobula japonica).

4. Implement effective management for sharks listed as threatened by the IUCN and provide specific management strategies on a species by species basis.
Long-term goals for NZ:
· Ban the import of shark fins or shark products (unless whole shark imported or proven to be sustainably sourced)

· All NZ shark species to be listed on the QMS under appropriate sections (to ensure identification and information gathering on all sharks caught in NZ waters)
· Significantly increase observer coverage in all fisheries catching sharks, either as targeted catch or as bycatch, to improve identification and data recording at sea

