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New Zealand Shark Finning
Shark finning – cutting off the high-priced fins of sharks and dumping the rest of the body at sea – is contributing to the decline of shark species worldwide.  The practice is illegal in many countries but it is still permitted in New Zealand waters.
Live shark finning – banned but still practised
Finning of live sharks is banned in New Zealand under the Animal Welfare Act. Opponents to a ban on finning therefore argue it is not an issue as it is already banned. However, live finning is known to happen, even though observer coverage is low on boats where shark finning is done.

On 27 November 2007 a Department of Conservation ranger came across a fishing boat in Abel Tasman National Park waters that had caught about 29 one-metre sand sharks. Their fins had been cut off, and the mutilated shark bodies thrown over the side. Some of the sharks were still alive.
The boat was fishing between Adele Island and the mainland, and kayakers and water taxis had seen the dead and dying sharks.
Tuna longline fisheries – more like blue shark fisheries
[image: image2.wmf]Greenweight (kg) 

% of total catch

Blue shark

ü

27473

30.95

Porbeagle shark

ü

1366

1.54

Deepwater dogfish

2242

2.53

Mako shark

ü

954

1.07

School shark

ü

584

0.66

Thresher shark

ü

234

0.26

Bronze whaler shark

ü

68

0.08

Bigeye thresher shark

ü

14

0.02

Oceanic whitetip shark

ü

2

0.00

Smooth hammerhead shark

ü

4

0.00

Broadnose sevengill shark

1

0.00

Basking shark

ü

2

0.00

Silky shark

ü

1

0.00

Shark, unidentified

1

0.00

SHARKS

32946

37.12

Ray, unidentified

102

0.11

Ray, unidentified

9

0.01

Pelagic stingray

143

RAYS

254

0.29

ALL elasmobranchs

33200

37.40

Albacore tuna

7869

8.87

Southern bluefin tuna

3223

3.63

Butterfly tuna

170

0.19

Yellowfin tuna

97

0.11

Bigeye tuna

298

0.34

Skipjack tuna

18

0.02

Pacific bluefin tuna

20

0.02

Slender tuna

8

0.01

Frigate tuna

0

0.00

TOTAL TUNA

11703

13.18

TOTAL catch

88763

2003-2006

Species

Threatened 

species


In our northern waters, where tuna longline fisheries operate, open-water species of shark are increasingly being caught.
Reported catches of shark comprised 15 per cent of total catch in 2002-03 but landings have increased dramatically in recent years (see table). Ministry of Fisheries figures show that catches of blue shark, listed on the IUCN Red List of species threatened with extinction, account for over twice the catch of tuna, which has fallen from over 50 per cent total catch to 13 per cent in recent years.
Ministry figures also show that from 2002-2007 more than 80 per cent of blue sharks caught in New Zealand had just their fins landed, with their carcasses dumped at sea.
At a CSIRO scientific meeting in 2007, blue sharks were estimated to have declined by 40% in the Tasman Sea in the last decade.
This fishery clearly has a serious bycatch problem, but it is probably also contributing to the decline of our blue sharks.
Table. Tuna longline fishery catches 2003-2004 (from Ministry of Fisheries figures).








