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ANNUAL REPORT PRESENTED TO THE AGM (MAY)
Franklin Forest and Bird has been operating as a Branch and section for 20 years now.  The personnel on the committee have changed slightly over these years. Some members have been committee members for a year, some two or three but the majority have been on the committee for a great part of the life of the branch. Their dedication is appreciated.  At one stage it was debated whether the branch integrated into the South Auckland Branch a number of years ago but thankfully the committee decided to keep going and with changes made to how the branch operated.

As a branch we have continued to put submissions into local consents though these have been reduced through changes to the Resource Management process. We have advocated for improvements to local plans, with special emphasis on protection of Conservation lots on farms and improvements to waste collections. Like many organizations we quietly go about our business not seen and we rarely blow our trumpet. It is good to see central office putting in notices into the local papers, something we could not afford to do.

We have continued over the year with Family activities trying to integrate activities for older members and KCC. Many branches are going this way when there is limited involvement from members. Our trips to  Morley’s wetland, Harker’s Reserve had over ten participating but the Beach Study and Stone fields had a few, probably because the weather wasn’t good. My thinking is at least the trips are there for those that want to come and I enjoy the chance to get outside in the fresh air. I would like to see a reminder sent to members with e mails this year something South Auckland does.

Our working bees continued over the last year. The planting on Cape Hill we have finished. We can feel proud that a lot of our home grown plants are there. We decided to stop as the council now requires anyone on their property working to have risk management information and the hill does look a picture.  Peach Hill Reserve in Ramarama has not had restrictions as it has different ownership. The Forest and Bird plantings have reached the top of the canopy of manuka. A lot of kawakawa and seedlings are growing and the bush look quite good. The area we have weeded is noticeable but there is plenty to do as privet is trying to take hold. This is our branches major project and needs everyone’s support.

We have investigated tree protection on private property, wind farming on West coast, sand extracting on Waikato River and lake quality on the West Coast. We were pleased to see the proposal for protecting the Maui Dolphin introduced. But there is still on going work to get sea mammals given a blanket protection and for greater protection to marine areas.

Despite our lower General membership and our static KCC membership, this year our Finances are very good. Our calendar sales were excellent. Well done committee members.  Hamish and I attended the North Island Meeting in November which we found valuable. I also attended a Regional meeting in South Auckland where local issues were talked about.

I hope that in the coming year our branch will use the new Forest and Bird web site to bring to community things going on in our area .We will select activities based on the suggested directions in the strategic plan provided by the executive. It would be great to see a couple of evening talks brought back to our programme. I worry about the changes before us with the super city and hope that local environment issues are dealt with locally and not just on a regional basis. We have come a long way in the last 20 years we don’t want to loose the good things that have been done.

Keith 

HECTOR’S AND MAUI DECISION DUE OUT
We anxiously wait for the decision from a court case in mid-June challenging measures to protect endangered Hector’s dolphins.
The Federation of Commercial Fishermen and three regional fishing groups took the Ministry of Fisheries and previous fisheries minister Jim Anderton to court for protecting endangered Hector’s and Maui‘s dolphin.
The judicial review in the High Court covered some of the fishing restrictions to protect Hector’s and Maui’s dolphins announced in May 2008. The fishing measures include regional bans on set netting and trawling in some coastal waters. Other measures announced last May include better monitoring of commercial fishing boats, four new marine mammal sanctuaries and extensions of existing sanctuary off Banks peninsula.
The Department of Conservation’s monitoring of commercial fishing boats has proven to be highly valuable. It shows that Hector’s Dolphins get caught in nets where previously the industry has denied responsibility for their deaths.
Forest and Bird gives credit to those fishermen who are working with the observers and supports the observer programme.
The fishing groups want the fishing restrictions overturned in certain areas. Including some measures introduced to protect critically endangered Maui’s dolphins.

Our branch believes that the measures announced last year are the minimum to halt the decline of the Maui population. A decision is expected at any time.

REPORT ON AGM OF SOCIETY
One of the important things done at the AGM was to elect a news president of the society. The election of Barry Ward opens a new chapter in the society. Barry is always interesting to listen too. He has a passion for the environment and for having members involved in Forest and Bird. We thank Peter Maddison for his role as President. Peter's down to earth approach has been appreciated. He always found time to talk to members and made them feel important in what they were doing. It was great to see Peter being made a Distinguished Life Member.

Paul Irwin from Ogilvy Marketing Company showed delegates the initial design of a new Forest and Bird logo, which revolves around giving nature a voice and encapsulates the many land and marine creatures, plants and wild places Forest and Bird works to protect.
Environment Minister Nick Smith told delegates that good environmental and economic management were intertwined, and New Zealand’s economic success depended on its clean, green brand. It is hoped his colleagues follow his message.

Labour Party spokesperson on climate change issues Charles Chauvel observed that New Zealand was trailing other Western Countries in reducing carbon emissions and needed to do better.

Associate conservation Minister Kate Wilkinson highlighted New Zealand’s natural capital and the possibilities of exploring it for tourism.

An important part of the weekend was the launch of the Forest and Bird Endowment Fund by Distinguished Life Member David Underwood. This fund has the potential to give support to branches.

Living Earth founder Rob Fenwick talked about the importance of protecting ecology on private land and his experiences protecting his property in the Hauraki Gulf.

There were workshops to discuss constitutional review, asking if changes to the structure of branches, the executive or the overall organisation were needed to ensure Forest and Bird continued as a healthy society. There was also a need to bring some constitutional matters up to date as some changes have already taken place.

Executive member Jon Wenham showed plans for a new Ruapehu Lodge but said there would be a shortfall between the insurance payout and the rebuilding costs. It would be important for the Society that a new lodge is built as it is well used by society members.

Successful branch remits covered greater accountability in auctioning AGM remits, more emphasis on climate change, investigating changes to the distribution of Forest and Bird magazine and an awards programme.

Once again it was a pleasant conference/AGM. There were opportunities to increase ones knowledge and hear of the success of the Forest and Bird Year.

LITTLE PROTECTION FOR TREES NOW
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (Simplifying and Streamlining) AMENDMENT BILL: Re Clause 52 (Prohibition of general tree protection Clause 52 needs to be removed.

It is a disappointment that submissions made to the select committee on the protection of trees have been ignored, even though advice from experts/groups through out New Zealand have been given. 

Many trees will be cut down as soon as this Bill becomes law. Developers will be able to clear fell a site and not have to replace any lost trees through replanting. Where in the past we have put great emphasis on replanting to enhance the developed areas this might not take place. As a result, N.Z. risks losing its international clean image that it has worked hard to promote and could negatively affect tourism. 

Listing or scheduling of trees in a District Plan, as the only permissible means of protecting trees, is costly, time consuming and very limited.  The well recognised and diverse functions of trees, clearly identify trees as being of community and ecological value, and need to be taken into account as well as individual property right.

IMPROVEMENT TO BRANCH COMMUNICATION- IMPORTANT!
We are looking at ways to save costs and provide a more efficient and informative service to our members.  We have recently organised our branch web page to include an electronic copy of our newsletter.  We hope to minimise costs by providing members with a link via email to this newsletter.  Also, we wish to send a reminder email of our monthly branch activity, as it draws near.  For those members who have not provided an email address yet and wish to receive a monthly branch activity reminder and link to our newsletter, please contact Michelle - mleman@ps.gen.nz.  Please note that email addresses are for Forest and Bird use only and will be kept confidential.”
HOW CAN YOU HELP THE LOCAL BRANCH

· Growing and planting trees

· KCC involvement

· Delivering newsletters

· Writing submissions

· Contacting members (Information & Calendar sales)

· Working bees

· Assisting at stalls (Nov/Dec)

· Being on the committee

If you can help contact a committee member
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