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Happy Forest & Bird group at the New Ruapehu Lodge, February 2011
Flooring Xtra have formed a partnership with Forest and Bird nationally to supply funding for native plants. The Flooring Xtra and Forest & Bird partnership aims to plant 20,000 trees throughout NZ annually. Sandra and Murray Feek of the New Plymouth store are now members of our Branch. If you can use their services there will be more native trees to plant. Flooring Xtra and Welbourn School have been helping with the planting along the Te Henui walkway, which is almost complete now.                        Please Support Our Sponsor
From the Chair
North Taranaki Branch: Chairperson’s Annual Report May 2010 – APRIL 2011   
The year May 2010 – April 2011 has been another very active year  for the North Taranaki Branch with members  continuing to  maintain and develop our  two reserves and links with  community groups,  involvement in stakeholder consultations and groups, writing submissions, displays, plantings, bi-monthly meeting nights, fieldtrips, two very successful ‘away’ trips and producing a quarterly Branch newsletter. The Upper Te Henui Walkway Restoration Project for which the branch had received funds from the DOC Community Conservation Fund achieved all its nominated goals within the time period with great help especially from Welbourn School and NPDC Parks and Reserves. It is intended that we will remain associated with this restoration in whatever ways we can. There was a modest budget surplus and so extra plants have been approved and these will be planted in the project area around Arbor Day. A real gain for our branch recently has been the enthusiastic revival of our KCC group thanks to Janica and Quinn Amoore and a great group of other parents. All of us thank you for your efforts. The committee has continued to meet regularly. They, with the help of a number of members, have  put a lot of time into organizing activities and meetings of interest to Forest and Bird members and for public education , responding to various requests and issues, representing  Forest and Bird Society at forums and consultations ,  displays and plantings, being ‘A voice for nature’ in stakeholder consults  and supporting other   groups  with similar and compatible goals. We were represented at the June 2010 Society AGM by member Barbara Hammonds and our remit re the provision for proxy voting for Executive positions and remits was accepted subject to it being legal as per the Society’s constitution. Thank you Barbara. I represented our branch at the North Island meeting in November at the Ruapehu Lodge and reported on this in the Feb.- April newsletter.

Membership has  remained at much the same level of around 200 memberships which represents between 220 - 230 people actually members for the year. While we have lost some of the longer time members we have also gained new members, a number of whom are involving themselves in our activities. One very generous new member donated us twenty possum traps for Tom and Don's Reserve and then helped put them all in place along with another newish member.  We do appreciate that many of our members are only able to be supporters by membership for various reasons. It is often numbers of supporters who make the difference – witness the national campaign to stop the mining of National Parks - so be assured that you are a valued member. There has been some growth in our KCC memberships. We now have almost  100 members in that group. One aspect that we have begun to develop is inter-branch contact. Sadly events with South Taranaki Branch have been quite poorly supported but we had an excellent Labour Weekend branch trip to the Rangitikei area where we were shown around their reserves and they are planning a reciprocal visit to our area. We hope a number of you will be interested in mixing and mingling with them. In the coming year we are committed to further restoration planting on the Te Henui Walkway (plants paid for by the Community Conservation Fund), further infill planting in riparian areas on the Tom and Don’s lease land (plants paid for by TRC Enhancement Grant Fund), maintaining and developing Tom and Don's and Te Wairoa reserves , supporting our KCC and hopefully supporting Forest and Bird causes. Beyond that it will be what the committee for the year feel the membership wants to be active in, so do let them know and with it being an election year it will be interesting to see how ‘Conservation’ fares. Finally I’d like to pass a very strong vote of thanks to our two retiring and long- serving committee members Murray Duke and Colin Wright both of whom have given much energy to their roles as Secretary and Treasurer for the branch over quite a long period of time. The workload for these positions has increased substantially over the time they have held these offices and they  stepped up to the challenges admirably. Thank you Murray and Colin on behalf of all Branch members for the time and effort given so willingly to help the branch. C.Brough.
A sampling of members' and Branch activities
Forest & Bird Trip 

REPORT ON 18-19 FEBRUARY 2011 NORTH TARANAKI BRANCH TRIP TO MT RUAPEHU (see photo page 1).
 
The Forest and Bird lodge is ideally situated only 600m above the Whakapapa Village in Rehua Place.  A nice new relaxing lodge within walking distance of all amenities surrounding the Chateau. It overlooks the Whakapapanui River and is surrounded by native beech forest. Here Murray Duke was tickled pink in spotting two blue ducks on dusk, not far from the lodge. Meanwhile Val Smith was overwhelmed in sighting the Stackhousis minima on Te porere redoubt,  a plant not often seen.
 Sixteen of us enjoyed cloudy but fine conditions and the main track that we all hiked on was the Taranaki Falls Walking Track, a 6km loop track that swallowed 3 hours of tracking with the keen botanists among us. It crossed a range of land forms of beech trees, shiny broadleaf, mountain five-finger, umbrella ferns and mountain toatoa. Taranakii Falls came into view tumbling 20m over the edge of a large andesitic lave flow which erupted from Ruapehu 15,000 years ago.
 Being independent people as we are, others did other  tracks and saw different things. All in all, I believe all enjoyed the weekend.
Thanks for the company.    Caroline Symmans
Te Henui Walkway Project with Welbourn School

Following  a successful funding application to the now discontinued DOC Community Conservation Fund the North Taranaki Branch initiated  a restoration project on a section of  one of New Plymouth’s much used urban riverside walkways, the Te Henui  Walkway. A big bush remnant through which the walkway passes is within Welbourn School grounds  and is in the process of being  put  into QEll protection. The school is taking great pride in preserving the particular flora  of the area and is looking forward to using  the bush and river as a learning resource about sustainability of our native ecosystems. When the branch were putting together the restoration project talks were held as to how the school might be involved. One group of students who have an interest in media began making an ‘official’  record of the entire project with before, during and after photos, footage and notes. A digitally published book  is being compiled as a historical record which can be distributed around the community. Once the work started some students formed a Senior  and a Junior Weed Warriors group and spent an amazing number of hours hand weeding  large areas and dragging the weeds off site. An Arbor Day activity initiated by the school saw the whole school walk the length of the project area stopping at various stations where senior students involved in the project work explained to students, teachers and parents  different aspects of the project, even showing  samples of weeds and explaining what problems are caused by weed species. This was followed by nearly every class  from Juniors to Seniors helping plant the 650 plants that went into the project area .It has been amazing to see the interest, effort and learning  that has been stimulated through Welbourn School  participating  in this project .                                                -Carolyn Brough
Te Wairoa
Pest control: The Taranaki Regional Council (TRC) has assisted with the upgrade of the trap lines at Te Wairoa.  We have installed new board walks, shifted a number of the traps and rat cafes, and realigned the trap line to make access easier and keep it all within the reserve.  It is now marked with orange plastic tags.  This now gives us a line that runs around the perimeter and an internal line running approx. N/S through the centre.  We have also placed a possum bait station beside each stoat trap. We have 15 stoat traps and possum bait stations @ 100m spacing with a rat café located between each. The trap lines are regularly checked by the Conservation Corps.  The trap tally for the past 12 months: Hedgehogs- 5, rats - 4, stoats- 1. Weed control: A very successful working bee & picnic was held on the 5 December to remove wandering dew from the understory.  We had a great turnout, with a lot of new faces; it was great to see the kids helping. Chemical control has been carried out on the convolvulus, blackberry etc. Planting: A cluster of native colonising species sourced & grown locally have been planted at the northern road side corner to begin infilling this grassy area. The plantings completed in recent years have been sprayed around to control competing vegetation. Storm damage: A couple of trees were lost with the strong winds earlier in the year. A young rewarewa on the Clearview Rd frontage fell across the boundary fence and onto the road.  Minor repairs to the fence were required. Mowing: Jim’s Mowing is the contractor mowing the grass monthly.                                                               - Janica Amoore

Tom & Don's

	Tom & Don’s Bush – Trap Catch Sheet 2011

	Date
	Trap Number
	Predator/Catch
	Sex
	Notes

	6.3.11
	Gary, Greg & Ivan
	
	7 Hours

	
	S4
	Hedge Hog
	
	

	
	S8
	Hedge Hog
	
	

	
	S10
	Hedge Hog
	
	

	
	S11
	Rat
	
	

	
	S13
	Rat
	
	

	
	S14
	Rat
	
	

	
	S17
	Rat
	
	

	
	B2
	Rat
	
	

	
	B4
	Rat
	
	

	Bait used
	Hare meat
	Canola/Essence
	26
	Rat Baits replaced


Prepared by Gary McCracken and Lee McCracken
News and Views

Mike Britten from Forest & Bird Head Office attended the February meeting, and was favorably impressed, as fortunately this first meeting of the year had a good attendance.
The March field trip to Everett Park was not well attended. Only guide Carolyn Brough and friend took part, but the two of them said they had a very pleasant walk!
The Branch  AGM

Twenty members attended our AGM this year. The Chairperson’s report and a summary of the Financial accounts are included in this newsletter. Secretary Murray Duke and Treasurer Colin Wright who were standing down from the Committee were thanked for their work for the Branch over a number of years and  were each presented with a framed Forest and Bird Certificate of Appreciation. Committee elections saw some new faces joining the team this year and it looks like a team ready for action. We are in need of at least one other male committee member, to rescue Gary McCracken form a 'petticoat government'!! The formal part of the evening was followed by a most interesting talk by Pat Greenfield on her observations of the Tongaparutu coastal area over the last 10+yrs and snippets of the vast knowledge and records she has built up of happenings in this area. She accompanied the talk with some of her wonderful photographs. An enjoyable evening all round. Thank you to the members who supported the Committee with their attendance. 

Thank you: to Lee McCracken for undertaking uploading our North Taranaki Branch newsletters on to the website.
Thank you: to Elise Smith for writing submissions on behalf of the Branch. Our latest submission written by Elise has been to the Ministry for Environment re the development of a National Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity.
KCC - Programme for 2011: contact Janica for more information ph 752 0830
	DATE
	ACTIVITY
	DETAILS
	ORGANISER
	RESOURCES

	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 13 May, 7pm

(20 May if wet)
	Observatory
	Star gazing.  We have a private booking, numbers are limited to 30.  $3 /person or $10 / family (2 adults & 2 children).  Book with Janica Waiongona@clear.net.nz 
	Emily


	

	Sun 12 June
	Arbour day planting
	Te Henui Walkway– meet south side of Cumberland St bridge at 2pm.  Bring a spade and suitable footwear.
	Mark
	

	Fri 8 July

7pm
	Bird ID evening
	- Slides & sounds of our common birds.  Quiz then Supper
	Jennifer
	Venue

	Sun 21 August
	Constructing bird feeders etc. 
	Amoore’s place, 300 Mountain Rd (3km from Waitara turnoff)

- bring along a design, materials, & tools to construct a bird feeder / house for your backyard. Pot luck lunch
	Janica
	Pukeho Sawmills 

Bamboo – Carolyn Brough



	17 September
	Hero’s Day (World Cup)
	Planting Coastal W/W
	
	

	September (Conservation week)
	Matekai Pk
	- bird survey

- picnic
	
	

	Sun 6 November
	Lk Rotokare
	- joint activity with Sth Taranaki KCC
	
	

	Sat 3 December
	Xmas Party
	- Disco / Dance

- fancy dress as your favourite animal / bird / insect / pest etc
	
	Venue


Recognising our restoration heroes

Branches are being asked to nominate their top Pestbusters and planting heroes for our annual awards. This year’s award winners will be announced on World Environment Day on June 5 and trophies will be presented at the Forest & Bird AGM in Wellington on June 25.The Pestbuster award includes pest control through pesticides as well as trapping and other control methods. Please nominate branch members who have done the most trapping or planting in the past year – or nominate your whole branch if you can’t single out individuals. Send your nominations by May 20 to:

David Brooks, Communications officer, Forest & Bird, PO Box 631, Wellington 6140 Tel: 04 801 2763,  Email: d.brooks@forestandbird.org.nz 

We need to know:

PESTBUSTER
· The number of pests trapped from 1 May 2010 to 1 May 2011.

· The size of the area in which they were trapped and the trapping methods used.

· The pest species caught and how many branch members worked the area.

· The number of bait stations maintained, the size of the area in which they were laid and how many people maintained them.

· The native species protected by the pest control.

· Any background stories about your branch’s trapping and the people involved.

NB: It does not matter who owns the land under pest control. 

GOLDEN SPADE

· The number of native plants planted from 1 May 2010 to 1 May 2011.

· How many branch members took part.

· The habitats planted and the purpose of the plantings.

· Any background stories about your branch’s planting and the people involved.

NB: It does not matter who owns the land planted. 
Forest & Bird Media Releases

Don Merton: Forest & Bird paid tribute to outstanding conservationist Don Merton, who died early today.“Without Don Merton, the kakapo, the Chatham Island black robin and other unique native New Zealand birds would probably have become extinct,” Forest & Bird Executive member Peter Maddison said. “Members of Forest & Bird and other New Zealanders are enormously thankful for the pioneering work Don did to save these birds. He was a guru of the conservation movement.” Don started his career in conservation with the Wildlife Service in the late 1950s, and quickly recognised the devastating impact rats and other introduced pests could have on native birds. He worked to eradicate pests from many New Zealand offshore islands, and overseas conservationists recognised his talents and recruited him to help remove pests, especially on islands in the Indian Ocean. 

In the 1970s Don began his groundbreaking work rescuing the Chatham Island black robin and kakapo from extinction. At one stage, just five robins, including a single successful breeding pair, remained. Forest & Bird’s highest honour, the Old Blue award, is named after Old Blue, the female robin that – with Don’s help – saved her species from extinction. 

Where others would have given up, Don tried innovative ideas, such as cross-fostering with other bird species, to save the black robin. The kakapo population fell to about 50 in the mid-1990s but Don’s creativity and tenacity contributed to the species recovering to more than 130 now.

In recent years, Don and his wife, Margaret, moved to Tauranga, where Don was active in local conservation issues and was the patron of Forest & Bird’s Kaimai Mamaku campaign to restore the forest and its native plants and animals.

“Forest & Bird is extraordinarily grateful for the work Don did over several decades,” Dr Maddison said. “His legacy is seen in the healthier populations of New Zealand’s most endangered native birds today.” 

Contact: Forest & Bird Executive member Peter Maddison, 09 818 6803
Summary of Financial Statement  presented at AGM on April 28th 2011.

Colin Wright presented the audited accounts of the Branch at the AGM. The Branch is in a satisfactory financial position. Colin was thanked by Chairperson Carolyn for his dedicated work over approximately ten years as the Branch treasurer.

A brief summary of the accounts follows. If anyone wishes to have a full statement as presented at the AGM, please contact Dawn Mills phone 758 3252, or e-mail rjmills@clear.net.nz

The balance sheet showed total assets of $21,435.02. This was comprised of funds in two cheque accounts, and a term deposit of 10,040.00.

Net income was received from: TSB Community Trust ($300), sale of goods $(373.35), lease payments for Tom and Don's grazing land ($15,600.00), donations ($846.24) and bank interest ($608.51). Some items, such as Branch trips, had both income and expenditure, which cancelled out, i.e. members paid the Branch for accommodation, and the Branch paid the accommodation supplier the same amount. Expenses were listed under Te Henui (herbicides, sprayer unit, bamboo removal and advertising), Te Wairoa (mowing, vehicle expenses, herbicides, fencing and weed removal) and Tom and Don's (rates, gift subscription, herbicides, pest control, riparian planting, surveying and fencing). The expenses for these three categories totaled $11,102.11. General branch expenses such as audit fees, travel reimbursements for attending national meetings, depreciation, hall hire, Post Office box rental, postage and printing,  totaled $4,212.50. The overall excess of income over expenditure (that is, a black figure not a red one) was $6,889.61 for the 2010 to 2011 financial year.
Arthouse Cinema
Arthouse Cinema is located at 73A Devon Street West, and is open daily from 10.00am until 11.00pm. They can be contacted on www.arthousecinema.co.nz or 757 3650. Some films which may interest members showing in May are:
Oceans This film has been released in France, Switzerland and Spain. It is described as an astonishing look at the world of the oceans, with never-seen-before imagery captured by the latest underwater technology, it is awe inspiring stuff. Not a standard nature documentary, it's also part thriller and part meditation on the vanishing wonders of the aquatic world. Rated G and lasting 1 hour and 24 minutes, showings are Thursday 12th May 12 noon, Sat 14th May 5.30pm, Sat 21st May 5.30pm and Tues 24th May 10.00am.

Babies released in France. " With wit, tenderness and a keen eye for the fledgling signs of intelligence and sociability, director Thomas Balmes documents the first year in the life of four infants from different parts of the world. The languages are English, Japanese and Mongolian with English subtitles. Rated G and lasting 1 hour and 19 minutes, the film screens  Fri 13th May 8.20pm, Wed 18th May 12 noon, Tues  24th May 2.30pm, Thu 26th May 10.00am and Sun 29th May 1.00pm.

Hiding Behind the Green Screen released in NZ. This film was made in Taranaki, with the support and encouragement of the local Youth Court Judge, who was distressed by the results of marijuana use showing up in his courtroom. This innovative, experimental and creative documentary seeks to bring awareness of the marijuana culture of New Zealand's youth population. The film runs for 48 minutes and shows every Monday at 8.00pm and 9.00pm.
Programme  of Branch Activities May, June & July 2011
The Committee have put together this programme  with opportunities for you to participate in activity, learning   and meeting  with other members with the hope that we’ll see a goodly number of you attend. New members and KCC families we’d love to get to know  you at these events. Family and friends are also always welcome.- Carolyn B.
Sunday May 22nd : Visit to Toro Rd Key Native Ecosystem & QEII covenant, David and Maree Russell’s property. Start from NP at 9.00am, carpooling is encouraged as it is approximately one hour's drive from New Plymouth. Meet at Rogan Street in NP to carpool at 8.50am or at Inglewood by the public conveniences at 9.10am. Directions – Follow Junction Rd out past Inglewood and Tarata, Toro Rd is the 4th road on the right past Tarata. The property is at the end of Toro Rd.  We will be shown around by George Gallop of TRC.
Details – the property is 30km east of Inglewood. The covenanted area is 256.1ha, consisting mostly of lowland primary and secondary podocarp and hardwood forest. The area also includes a regionally significant wetland (7.5ha). While this is a constructed wetland it provides habitat for a range of waterfowl. Threatened and regionally distinctive species confirmed on site include spotless crake, NI fern bird, NZ Falcon, long-finned eel and possibly NI brown kiwi..This is a private reserve and so this is a rare opportunity to visit. Please register your intention to attend by 4.00pm Friday 20th May, by phoning Carolyn  @NP 7582 813.
Saturday June 4th : South Taranaki Branch of Forest & Bird have  invited us to join in  their planting day at Rocky Point at the sea end of  Paora Road near Rahotu. Meet at the reserve at 11.00am and bring a picnic lunch, plus planting equipment. Contact Carol Digby phone 067 657 482 or nugget2000@xtra.co.nz for more information.

Sunday June 12th at 2.00pm: (slightly delayed ) Arbor Day planting for our Kiwi Conservation Club  and Branch    on the Upper Te Henui Walkway. Meet at  Cumberland Street Bridge. bring spade, gardening gloves and elbow grease.  Many hands make light work.

Thursday June 16th 7.30pm at Community Hall: ‘In Search of Wetlands’ Janet Hunt, new committee member and our  newsletter editor for 2011, will give a talk  about the journey she took from knowing very little about wetlands to the publication of her award winning  book ‘Wetlands of New Zealand’. Janet will talk about the wetlands she visited, and a bit about wetlands in general.


Sunday 3rd July: North & South Branches' Winter Get- Together: Lunch at Volcano View  .  Meet for a warm lunch and chat   12pm at Volcano View, 1917 Egmont Rd. This is 6kms up Egmont Rd towards the mountain from Egmont Village. Child friendly place. If you haven't been there you can find out about the place and view the lunch menu (with prices) at www.volcanoview.co.nz  Numbers for lunch to Carolyn (06) 7582813 by Thursday 30th June. Family members welcome. New members ,a chance to meet socially.
Some people are keen to meet for a walk together before lunch so meet at the National Park bottom gate at 10am to go on a 1 - 1 1/2 hr walk. See North Taranaki's Te Wairoa Reserve on Mountain Rd after lunch if interested – no long walk involved. Contact Janica (06) 7520830 to register interest for this.
	  Forest & Bird Media Releases

Mining: Forest & Bird said today that the government is ignoring the wishes of New Zealanders by increasing the size of its business unit aimed at expanding the mining and oil industries. The Ministry of Economic Development (MED) announced a bigger business group would be set up to maximize the development of oil, gas and mineral resources. The expanded MED business unit will see staff numbers rise from around 40 to about 70. “New Zealanders have already spoken out with a clear voice against mining in national parks and they don’t want to see more effort put into mining,” he said. “Up to 50,000 people marched in Auckland last year against mining in our most treasured natural areas and many thousands more protested around the country. The government should have got the message by now. Spending more on our national parks and other natural areas would be a much more effective way of increasing our income from overseas and giving immediate assistance to the economy.” The government was forced in July last year to back down on plans to mine some of the highest value conservation land by removing three areas from  Schedule 4 of the Crown Minerals Act, a list of areas where mining is forbidden. “By putting public money into mineral exploration, the government is doing the equivalent of buying lotto tickets. Economic research carried out during last year’s mining debate shows that the money would be much better spent on almost any other part of the economy, including conservation.”Contact: Kevin Hackwell, Forest & Bird Advocacy Manager, (04) 801 2215, 021 227 8420
For further information on the economic research into the value of mining, please see:  http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/files/file/Valuing%20Mineral%
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Branch Committee and Contacts

Chairman:                 Carolyn Brough            758 2813

Secretary:                 Shirley Schofield           758 3680
Treasurer:                 Dawn Mills                    758 3252 

Membership 

Communications :  Marion Adlam               753 5139

Newsletter Editor: Janet Hunt                      756 9165  jhunt@ihug.co.nz

                                  Gary McCracken           753 9196

                                 Caroline Symmans         757 5867
KCC Co-ordinator : Janica Amoore              752 0830

For Volunteering at Tom and Don’s Bush
                               Gary McCracken             753 9196
For volunteering at Te Wairoa 
                              Janica Amoore                 752 0830              
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