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Lower Hutt Branch

Matiu/Somes Island – As reported last year DoC has taken over the details of implementing the planting programme. This has involved the ordering of seedlings to be raised for selected sites and the planting of same.

With initial plant cover now complete fewer plants are required overall, but for a greater number of sites around the island. As a result there is less demand for volunteers throughout the year. However, interest of members remains high and volunteers continue to maintain the plant nursery, bagging on seedlings purchased, assisting DoC staff, helping with tree release, preparation of sites and planting. Over one thousand plants have been put in during the past months and 34 F&B members have been involved on three Sundays.

Since last June an average of 13 volunteers have worked mainly in the nursery with some involved in tree release and planting.

If you are interested in joining one of the groups assisting DoC staff on Matiu/Somes Island please contact me, Alex Kettles on 569 6208

Day on a Wild River – Get ready for a wet and wild afternoon on Sunday 29 November at Kaitoke Regional Park. The day will be a fun day to celebrate our wonderful wild rivers and highlight the protection they need from development of hydro and irrigation dams.

The event will be based at Rivendell (Pakuratahi-Hutt River forks) where Lord of the Rings was filmed, starting at 3.00pm when there will be activities for children and adults, ending with a BBQ at 6.00pm. KCC co-ordinator Jenny Lynch will run games and fun activities for children, and there will be fishing and river crossing demos. Plus much, much more for all ages!

Pauatahanui Wildlife Reserve – As the time comes around for the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the reserve and its transformation from a desolate go-kart track to a vibrant, healthy wetland, memories of people and their contributions come flooding into my mind. Faces stick in my memory but I am afraid I am not so good at fitting names to them, so if I have left anyone out, I apologise.

Tony Ellis, in conjunction with Wildlife representative Noel Hellyer called upon five branches to send representatives to form a committee and a steady group was formed. Stan Butcher and I were Lower Hutt's representatives, Eric Parker and Conrad Pharazyn (Upper Hutt) John Smith and Barbara Marshall (Mana). Jean Luke (Kapiti) and Phil Rider (Wellington). Roy Slack lived in the cottage bought by F&B.

To encourage birds to stay and nest we needed to construct ponds and fill them. David Collingwood from Head Office ingeniously designed a flap gate which allowed the high tide to flow into what is now known as the South Basin, closing at the turn of the tide, keeping the water in. The gate is still operating.

Noel Hellyer and I walked the reserve and planned tracks and ponds and stalwart teams of workers hacked the gorse, laid weedmat, covered it with gravel, build boardwalks (some floating!) and bridges in wet places. 

Phil Rider, Derek van Ommering, Henk Bulder, Phil Bisdee, David Cornich and many others laboured week after week, year after year. Birds began to arrive in large numbers and we erected bird hides to make better viewing. Petone Technical Institute and Stan Hunt had the first two built as a student exercise, the first one to a British design and the next to plans drawn up by Conrad Pharazyn. Two more of Conrad's design were built by Plimmerton Rotary. There was great excitement when they were lifted to their sites by helicopter.

Shortly afterwards the Stout Trust provided funds for a cottage on site, which is much appreciated, for storage, lunchroom and visitor centre. As the reserve took shape, Stan Butcher and Reg Baigent  developed a nursery and grew a large number of eco-sourced plants. Later Wanda Tate developed considerable expertise in this field. John Bell helped to erect a shade house and shed to house a ride-on mower on which Brian Western mowed the tracks and lawns.

Ongoing modifications to ponds and tracks were undertaken as flood ravages took their toll.

It has been a very happy 25 years, large numbers of people developed good friendships and a sense of pride and achievement is felt by us all.




Ron Freeston

Membership – We take this opportunity to welcome all new members. With membership overall slowly falling in the Society, it is encouraging to see new names appearing on our list and we welcome your support.

Lately, there have been two great opportunities to show what our branch is involved with. The first was our annual plant sale, where once again Barbara did a wonderful job of organising her team and we had a very successful day. People left with good, healthy plants and had the opportunity to speak to F&B members about  plants and the display of information about our projects.

The second was held during Conservation Week at the Queensgate Mall where a team of us co‑ordinated by a new committee member, Len Hunter, put together a display focusing on Lower Hutt and how our branch works in our area and with other local groups.

Both were very well attended and new memberships were generated. A comment made by several people was that it seems we don't offer much involvement for those in their late teens and university years. I would point out that all ages are most welcome to our meetings and activities, but also that F&B as an organisation does acknowledge that this is an area for improvement and would welcome suggestions.

New members are: Jonathan Davis, Robyn Cormack, Glen Salter, Ken George, Abigail Allan, Julie Englebretsen, Jules Hill, Louise Barwell and family, Maria Davidson, Bernard McClelland, Barry Howartson, David Mulholland, and Susan Robertson-Sales. Memberships after 31 August have not yet reached us.

Please study the programme. You may join in anything listed, use the contact details for more information. Hope to see you soon.


Alison Sinclair

Plant Sale – The plant sale profit this year is $2.868.00. There were fewer plants but they were of good quality. Thank you to everybody.

Leftover plants found good homes. Some went to the Home of Compassion, Island Bay, the rest to a new garden at Waterloo School.

A huge thank you to all the sales table helpers, those who brought food and helped with advertising. Thank you to everyone who helped to tidy up the hall and Margaret Preddy for looking after our profits.

A special thank to you to Wanda Tate and Vivien Pohl  “our ladies of all knowledge”. Many buyers told me that they found them very helpful.

Could I ask you to please make a start for next year and consider  all plants, even non‑natives. If it is green – it will sell.    Barbara de Ste Croix

MIRO has this winter planted the third plot on the western shore of Lake Kohangatera and infilled around 400 trees to account for losses in the first two plots planted in 2007/8. The new MIRO nursery site is making good progress and we appreciate support from the Lower Hutt branch and others funders.                Gail Abel

F&B calendars and diaries – A reminder that we have diaries and calendars for sale. Prices are $13 for the calendars and $21 for diaries. They are the usual high quality. If you are interested, please 'phone Bill Watters ( 565 0638) or see Bill at the November meeting.

The Display Stand in Westfield Mall (Queensgate) was to promote ‘Conservation Week’ (13 to 20 August) and raise awareness of recent conservation work carried out by F&B. KCC, MIRO and DoC. Also a membership drive for the Society and Kiwi Conservation Club. New members were signed up during the day.

Those involved were Lower Hutt branch of F&B, MIRO, Kiwi Conservation Club and Department of Conservation. A roster of volunteers helped at the stand fielding questions and talking to the public about the many areas of conservation work. The display was considered a success and the venue ideal for future displays.

Assistance given by Stan Butcher to the working group was significant, and is gratefully acknowledged. 

               Len Hunter

Global Warming? Forget arguing “Global warming, yes or no?”. Just consider the state of the natural world now and what should be done to correct it. Here are snippets from recent newspapers:

Hammerhead sharks in the Atlantic have declined by 95 percent since 1940.

Since the 1970s Hectors dolphins have declined from an estimated 29,000 to just 7,000 today.

Maui's dolphin numbers have dwindled to 111 and the population of endangered chimpanzees in Ivory Coast has dropped by 90 percent in under 20 years.

Wild bees and the flowers they pollinate are disappearing in Britain and the Netherlands.

Penguins native to Antarctica are washing up closer to the equator than ever before.

Polluted rivers and streams are being blamed for the disappearance of whitebait from their expected habitats in Manawatu and Horowhenua.

Almost ten percent of known species are threatened with extinction. More than 20 percent of known mammals, 29 percent of amphibians and twelve percent of birds are listed.

Is there anything we can do? Perhaps The Best Fish Guide is a beginning.           Stan Butcher

Purpose of Ecological Corridors - The purpose of the corridors is to connect, or keep connected, areas of high ecological significance. An example is the corridor between the East Harbour Regional Park (behind Eastbourne) and the three high value ecological areas in the Orongorongo Forest Park. 

The advantages of joining East Harbour to the Orongorongo is that it makes East Harbour, a comparatively small area, look less like an island and therefore less likely to suffer from the disadvantages of islands. Both flora and fauna can migrate to and from East Harbour as long the connection remain. This can be a seasonal or a long-term advantage. Connection can also increase the gene pool, help mitigate a one off extreme event, and provide a greater variety of habitat. It is therefore likely that East Harbour will be able to support and retain a greater diversity of species.

In the Wellington Region, because of our rugged mountains and steep hills, many, but not all, of the areas that we treasure are connected by bush of varying quality, but that situation will surely diminish with time.  Residential activity, farming and forestry are expanding and intensifying. Life style blocks are taking over some of the areas that were marginal farmland. We humans are developing methods of using unspoilt or regenerating land in ways that will not allow them to function as ecological corridors.

Lower Hutt branch started to connect the dots and float the concept to see what support there was for the idea in the community. Not only has the concept been well received, it has met with some success. This is what happened.

Where are the corridors located? - The areas of high ecological significance in Lower Hutt are in the Orogorongo Forest Park; the Upper Wainuiomata and Orongorongo Valley and Turere Stream, in East Harbour Regional Park; the Forest and the Lakes Blocks and in Belmont Regional Park; Speedy Stream and Korokoro forest.

Corridors between them would cross the major valleys, the Hutt and Wainui and wrap around the residential areas of Wainuiomata and the Hutt. One further corridor was needed to connect the Lakes and Forest Blocks of the East harbour Regional Park. 

Progress - A presentation was prepared to publicize the concept and to show what we wanted. The presentation was well received by local F&B branches and public groups. The Hutt City Council accepted the concept and included it in the Draft Hutt City Urban Forest strategy, which is currently out for comment.

Statements used in the Draft strategy include - Work alongside the Lower Hutt Branch of F&B to achieve their dream of connecting large areas of public open space in Hutt City and beyond HCC territorial boundaries.

Enhance worthwhile continuous multiple connections between existing natural areas and avoid fragmentation of Natural areas.

Lower Hutt officers suggested that “Forest and Bird’s detailed concept become the foundation for achieving connectivity.” Not only that but some of the corridors we wanted are on the way.

Connections – Orongorongo to East Harbour The Wainui Valley separates the Orongorongo areas from East Harbour. Hutt City advised us that the area we were proposing as a corridor across the Wainui Valley was acceptable. It was an area of natural land surrounding the landfill.

East Harbour north along the Eastern Hutt Hills to Belmont Regional Park - These hills were treated as, but not classified as reserve. In conjunction with additional housing on the lower reaches of the Eastern Hutt hills, the Council has proposed the establishment of the corridor along the hills and classifying the remainder of the study area as reserve. There is still some areas of private land in this stretch. In time, these will  hopefully be brought  these into the public domain.

Crossing the Hutt Valley - Establishing a corridor across the Hutt Valley, we thought would be difficult but unknown to Lower Hutt Branch, Upper Hutt F&B was already planting a stream called Hulls Creek, which passes along the foot of the Eastern Hutt Hills and flows into the Hutt River. Our corridor was already being planted and had a creek as its centre. On the other side of the Hutt River to the South West is Belmont Regional Park and to the North Keith George Memorial Park.

Connecting the forest and lakes blocks of East Harbour regional park - This is our long-term wish. Firstly, we need the stream to remain in good quality as it passes through a farm. 

Second, we want the high quality wetlands on the farm to remain and in good condition. 

Thirdly, bush strips on the edges of the stream would create a corridor (albeit a thin one) and protect the stream. Being entirely private land, achieving this was always going to be hard but that does not mean that we should not state our wishes.

No Progress - Corridors also apply to rivers and streams and we found that in our patch there were disconnections in some of these.

This report was contributed by Russell Bell.

More information about the corridors  will be in the next newsletter.

Hutt River - There is a weir across the Hutt River adjacent to Hulls Creek. Within the weir are some pipes transporting material e.g. wastewater from one side of the river to the other. The weir was designed when the movements of native fish were not considered an important design consideration. I had the opportunity of asking Mike Joy if native fish could pass up the weir. His answer was that they could not, and if a small number did achieve it, the significantly reduced number would not adequately supply the considerable catchment of the Hutt River. There are no current plans to remedy this disconnection.

Pencarrow Lakes - Both Pencarrow Lakes were disconnected from the sea: one has a perched culvert, the other has a culvert that is slightly too small and acts as a flow restrictor. This does not allow the flow during storm events to clear a channel through the gravel dunes to the sea. 

Project Importance - The planning of this project has been very important to the branch. Firstly, it helped us identify the key areas that we must defend if we have to.

Secondly, it helped us identify areas that though not special because of what they contained were important to the overall health of nature in Lower Hutt because of their ability to connect together important ecological areas and add to the total. It produced projects - achieving the corridors and improving their quality over time. And applying the principle to water bodies, it identified disconnections that need to be remedied. Finally it gave LH branch a comprehensive plan and a logic that can be used to defend the identified areas against development interests.

Wider than Lower Hutt - The plan was always to include other branches. As the corridors evolved, we looked at how they could hook into our neighbouring branches, Wellington, Upper Hutt, Kapiti/Porirua and Wairarapa. 

Wellington branch - A fairly obvious corridor could connect the Hutt City Korokoro forest along the scarp of the Hutt Road up the Kaiwharawhara stream to the Karori Wildlife sanctuary (Zealandia) and the branch has had plans for some years to connect Zealandia to the Wellington Zoo. 

Upper Hutt branch - In the East, the Hutt River crossing at Hulls Creek can connect up the western side of the Hutt River to the Catchment of the Whakatiki and Akatarawas. The Hulls Creek crossing would connect together the Akatarawas and the Orongongos forests via the Hutt valley.

To the South East of Upper Hutt City the Council had commissioned some excellent work on unifying the Southern hills, which are a magnificent backdrop to the city. The areas of the study did not look at connecting this block of substantially natural land north or south to the native forests that flanked them. Upper Hutt’s plan does connect them to the Orongorongo via the Lower Hutt Eastern hills and also connects them to the Akatarawas.

Further east than the Southern Hills the Orongorongo forests connect to the Tararuas and the only criteria is to keep that connection intact. 

The plan for ecological corridors for Upper Hutt is substantially complete. 

Kapiti/Porirua - Kapiti and Porirua are still at the information collection and assimilation stage. However, it appears that there are opportunities to connect areas that although not yet very significant will be in future years. They are the steep faces on the sides of Highway 1 between Pukerua Bay and Waikenae, Queen Elizabeth Park, where a large area is being planted as a kahikatea wetland, and the Waikanae River. These all would benefit by being connected back to the forests of the Tararua ranges.  Whether that is achievable is too early to tell.

Advantages of this undertaking - The advantages of branches undertaking this work are: It gives F&B a defendable logic to oppose development in areas that are not spectacular. Because of our understandable focus on charismatic species of fauna and flora, we often have very little idea of the value of an area to less charismatic species. An example of this is Haywards Reserve which was not known for its importance to snails. A very large number of snail species has been found.

If we can get the concept accepted by the public and the councils, they will be able to include connectivity in their planning.

The overarching nature of the exercise can bring benefits to those many groups who are involved in significant environmental work. This has the distinct possibility of occurring in our region where there are mainland island and planting groups that will benefit and contribute to the Wellington corridor network
Russell Bell



