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Programme March to June 2010

There will be various venues for talks in this programme.  All talks start at 7:30 pm and are on the second Wednesday of the month.  Please bring something for the produce table — all contributions are very much appreciated.  Gold coin donation please towards hall costs.  Car-pool please to minimise our global footprint.  WALKS — please wear appropriate clothing, sturdy footwear and gear to cope with weather changes, sun-block, lunch, drinks and snacks.  Contact Trip Leader for more information.

March

SUNDAY 7th: Celebrate SEAWEEK 2010 at Rabbit Island.  Meet on the grass area past the Caretaker’s house (look for the F&B flag) at 2 pm for briefing.  First we visit a Significant Natural Area site — the natural vegetation of Rabbit Island.  Next walk around the proposed site of the Rowing Club’s plans for a tidal course.  Then swim and/or join in the Arty Party with KCC members, followed by an evening sunset barbecue and social get together with F&B & KCC members and friends.  Please bring your own food for the barbecue and the usual beach life paraphernalia including sun screen.  For more information contact Helen 521-1148.

WEDNESDAY 10th: Andrew Baxter from the Department of Conservation on Marine Reserves.  This year’s Seaweek theme is fishing, overfishing, food/kai, recreation, sea bird by-catch, aquafarming and research.  We will have the latest F&B's fish guide to help you when buying fish.  VENUE: Croquet Club Rooms, Rutherford park, 1 Halifax St, opp.  ANZAC Park, Nelson.  Contact: Jocelyn Bieleski 548-6803

April

WEDNESDAY 14th: Brian Lloyd, F&B's contract bat expert: "What lies ahead for NZ's Native Bats?" — his experiences with bat-detecting for short and long-tailed bats in the Top of the South Island, and predictions for the future.  Venue: Band Room, Recreation Centre, Old Wharf Road, Motueka.  Contact: Beth Bryant 03 528-5212 or Julie McLintock 545-0989 for car-pooling.
SUNDAY 25th (ANZAC DAY): Red Hills Mt Richmond Forest Park: day walk.  Meet/Start: 9.30 am at the new DOC entry to Redhills track (signposted) just past 6 Mile Reserve/Wairau Pass heading down the Wairau Valley (SH 63).  Car-pool if possible.  Trip details: The new track leads through beech forest (look out for kaka, weka and fungi!) to the Red Hills track.  We will visit the Redhills cob cottage, then up the Red Hills 4 wheel drive track to the new hut (sleeps 6).  After lunch we will explore the nearby wetland and stream.  Perhaps bring your sleeping bag/ extra food & stay overnight? Stream crossings, gear as under WALKS & sleeping bag and extra food etc if over-nighting.  Medium fitness required.  Leader: Helen Campbell 521-1148

May

WEDNESDAY 12th: A short Annual General Meeting followed by "Wetland in Mapua — past and present.  Friends of Mapua Wetland are redeveloping lost wetland area.  David Mitchell and Janet Taylor will give a PowerPoint presentation illustrating this exciting project.  VENUE: Victory Community Centre Hall, Totara St (between Vanguard & St Vincent Streets, in school grounds).  Contact: Jocelyn Bieleski 548-6803

SUNDAY 23rd: Mapua wetland and coastal walk.  Meet: 10 am by Aranui Park.  Option of a 2 km walk from the wetland/park, along walkway to beach, where low tide will allow extensive walking or meet at Grossis Point for lunch, (toilets here).  Finish at wharf for coffee, aquarium or craft shops.  Note Drivers will be taken to pick up vehicles from Aranui Park.  Leader: Gillian Pollock 03 526-6009; Nelson contact Julie McLintock 545-7535
June

MONDAY 7th,(Queens Birthday), TUESDAY 8th: Camp at Pohara Monday 3 hr walk on Takaka Hill Walkway.  Tuesday and Wednesday at daybreak see the spotted shags gather on a beach in their hundreds (5000 last winter) and regurgitate stones.  Tuesday walk — Totaranui /Separation Point loop.  Book early for accommodation with leader, Julie McLintock 545-0989
SATURDAY 5th Arbor Day Planting.  Meet at 9 am Richmond, Hill Street (Hart Road end) at start of walkway boardwalk to Will’s Gully — steepish for a start.  Also a guided tour of work in progress in the reserve – trapping, weed control, clearing and a morepork nesting box!  Bring: spades for planting & morning tea, native trees provided.  For more info contact Will Rickerby 544-2929

WEDNESDAY 9th — A Special Treat — Film evening & get together with mulled wine and nibbles.  Please bring your favourite nibble.  VENUE: Victory Community Centre Hall, Totara St (between Vanguard and St Vincent Streets, in school grounds).  Contact: Jocelyn Bieleski 548-6803
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