Forest & Bird ..

GIVING NATURE A VOICE

SOUTHLAND BRANCH NEWSLETTER

Winter Talks and Working Days 2010
Venue - Room B1:11 SIT Tay St Entrance 7.30pm

(except the AGM which starts at 7pm)
Look at the new Forest and Bird website for any chages to this programme or local advertising

Tuesday 11 May 2010 — AGM and talk — “Mining Rakiua National Park and much
more” — a run down on lots of topical issues by Chs Todd - Forest and Bird’s South
Island Field Officer. AGM starts at 7pm.

Weekend 14/15 May 2010 — Tautuku Lodge working weekd in the Catlins(Book with
Tony Bretherick 2186137 for free accommodation).

Tuesday 8 June 2010 — Ralph Powlesland — A birdirggnorgesboard - from kereru and
tui in Otatara to bird conservation on the Chathamlslands, Samoa and Norfolk Island.

Tuesday 13 July 2010 —Brian Rance — Subantarctic rgaherbs — A 20 year study of
Subantarctic Island flora.

Saturday 24 July 2010 — Te Rere penguin colony — nmaplanting day — Leader Brian Rance Ph
2131161 or rances@ihug.co.nz — bookings essentiéddnsport arrangements. Free mini bus available.

Tuesday 10 August 2010 — Short Films Night! — “Th€oal Mining Story”, The world
premiere of the “Te Rere yellow-eyed penguin reseev/story”, and more.

Saturday 14 August 2010 — Te Rere working day — sed planting day - Leader Brian Rance
ph 2130732 bookings essential.

Tuesday 14 September 2010 — James Reardon — Lizaadd Frog conservation around the
world — including a year working in Sri Lanka.

Weekend 24/25 September 2010 — Tautuku Working weekd (Book with Tony Bretherick
2186137 for free accommodation).

Wednesday 20 October 2010 — Suzanne KrumdiekFind out all about "Transition
Engineering — a solution to climate disruption, resurce depletion, ecosystem reclamation
and population reduction”. Note change of usual meeting time and date.

MINING OUR NATIONAL PARKS - HAVE YOUR SAY —
INFORMATION INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER



Musing from the Chair

At this time of the year we are looking at the pexst of the approaching winter. Of course one efttst things about
winter is the Forest and Bird winter talks progragniihis year's programme is another interestingwanigtd one. This
newsletter and programme goes to all our KCC mesnaemvell. | would like to emphasise that mostga@id trips are
also suitable for children from about 10 up. Thisigreat opportunity for children to learn abdwat hatural environment
and involve their families in conservation.

Conservation is facing some bleak prospects attiraent with government trying to roll back manytlod gains of past
years conservation work. The biggest and most tiigene at the moment is the proposal to open hipdide 4
conservation lands to mining. These lands wer@puhe schedule originally because it was feltrthenservation
values were too high to be compromised by actiwisiech as mining. There is further informationhis newsletter that
would assist you in writing a submission on thisdese our voices need to be heard.

However the government’s plans do not stop thelnerd are a number of directions that they are ngghat will
compromise conservation. The schedule 4 landsharhdt issue at the moment but they also have ¢lyeion possible
mining in other national parks and conservatiomsréncluded in this is Southland’s Rakiura NatidPark in Stewart
Island.

The plan to convert the wide brown spaces of thekdazie Basin into dairy farms has been put on,Hmlitihas not
gone away. Changes to tenure review mean the gmestnwants to privatise these and other high cgyntblic lands.
They do not intend to add land to the public coveséon estate through this process.

Water is becoming a major issue throughout NZ. itlea of flooding pristine natural areas with damgwsd have been
relegated to the distant, sorry past. With themebokihinui decision it seems these last centwggtdictive tendencies
are still with us.

The intensification of land use especially in drgas like Canterbury, Otago and northern Southpautsl pressure on
both the quantity of water being used and the guafiwater lower down stream due to contaminaetsing into
waterways. The possibility of the government tryiagverturn Conservation Orders on some riveveig real.

We are facing some big conservation battles irctireing years. But not all is lost. There are al$ut af successful
conservation projects going on. Some of thesecabe shown in our winter programme. Please comegadnd enjoy
the talks and join in the conservation efforts. ¥8a all be part of the solution.

Craig Carson, Branch Chairman

The following pages contain the information you ne#to make a submission on the mining proposals. If
you care about our conservation lands, please takbis opportunity to tell the government how you feé—
it may be our only chance to save the icons of carsation that so many people have fought so had to
protect.
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9 April 2009 Royal Forest and Bird Protection
Society of New Zealand Inc.

Dear Forest & Bird branch,
Mining campaign: Submission support and lobbying ideas. Please note urgency: deadline 4 May

Thank you for your active support for the Society on the campaign to protect our public conservation
estate from more mining. The main priority for Forest & Bird is ensuring that Schedule 4 protection
of core conservation areas is retained. Because the Government’s proposals are much wider than
that, we must also defend the conservation estate more broadly, ensuring the reality of the
economic risks and environmental impacts of mining are not ignored.

We have already achieved much. Early Government plans included removing Schedule 4 protection
from vast areas, but the proposals are now focused on specific places: Great Barrier, the Coromandel
and Paparoa National Park. A larger area is proposed for prospecting, but this no longer includes
places like Kahurangi and Aspiring National Parks. Be encouraged that public pressure and the
campaign efforts of Forest & Bird and other organizations are already succeeding.

However, crucial Schedule 4 places remain at risk - including exceptional places like Rakiura Mational
Park — and other proposals threaten to make it 2asy to mine on conservation land generally. We
must continuwe to vigorously defend our conservation estate and its precious wildlife.

Submissions — note 4 May deadline!

Right now the most important thing Forest & Bird branches can do is encourage and facilitate as
many submissions as possible. The mare specific and personal the submissions are, the better,
however, sheer numbsers are very important too.

The dlosing date for submissions is Tuesdoy 4 May, and posted submissions should be in the mail on
Friday 30 April to ensure they arrive in time. So we have just THREE weeks! [t would be fantastic if

you could help us get as many submissions az possible.

Included with this letter are three resources to aid your branch in its writing and encouraging
submissions. More copies of each are available. For now, we have sent you:
# 5 ropies of our Submission Guide ~ designed to guide those wha wish to write their own
submission, for example Forest & Bird branch committees, members, family and friends; and
# 5 copies of our Submission Form pamphlet — designed to be an easy way for the public to
add a short personal comment to the Society’s submission points, sign and post.
#* 1 copy of the general mining campaign Information Pamphlet - Protect NZ's green heart
from mining. Some branches will have this already.

National Office: Level One, 90 Ghuznee 5t. PO Box 631, Wellington 6140 New Zealand
P:+6d 4 385 7374 F:+64 4 385 7373
www. forestandbird org.nz



There are more of each available — please coatact @forestandbird.org.n» order more.

Note that the Submission Guide is easy to photoddpgt is convenient for you. Both the Guide amd
online submission form are also on our webgitg://www.forestandbird.org.nz/mining

| suggest that your branch spend time at your medting encouraging — even writing —
submissions. You could also facilitate submissioos the public: for example, in Wellington a new
member is beating the street with a clipboard anch$§, and getting a great response — 50
submissions today lunchtime alone!

Lobbying

It is also important that we continue to lobby potiticians publicly (i.e. via the media) and in
person. This powerfully complements the submispiatess. We suggest three easy things your
branch could do during the submission period tesagskeeping the issue in the minds of
politicians and the public:

1. Organise a group of branch members to visit Yacal MP. Feel free to give me a call for
advice.

2. Write a letter to the editor of your local newappr each week in April.

3. Organise a stall in your local library, superkearor mall. Submissions are the priority, but
our general mining pamphlets and postcards carsée too.

What happens after submissions close?

Once submissions have closed, we will write to ggain with further suggestions to assist in the
next stage of the campaign. For now, however, gbengssion process is paramount and we urge
you to do whatever you can to maximise the numbpeople being a Voice for Nature in
submissions to the Government.

For more general information, please refer to thesewebsites or contact me directly:
* http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/mining

* http://www.2precious2mine.org.nz/

Kind regards,

Quentin Duthie

Conservation Advocate

(04) 801-2765 or 021-558215

g.duthie@forestandbird.org.nz

P.s. Introducing myself:| have just joined the Forest & Bird staff teanwtork primarily on the
mining campaign and freshwater management refohravé been a member since 2007, and a
conservationist since childhood. Prior to this yblyas an advisor to the Green MPs in Parliament,
including on conservation issues. In a voluntagacay, | am on the executive of the Federated
Mountain Clubs — my boots have come to know theseoration estate very well over the past 10
years! The present is a very busy time for consienvabut | am heartened by the strength of our
mission to give Nature a Voice, and the dedicatmpfe — like you — who bring this to life.






Proposed removals from Schedule 4

| opposethe Government’s proposals to remove areas froreddl 4 mining protection.

| therefore oppose the Government’s proposalsitmyve the following areas from Schedule 4:
o The Inangahua sector of Paparoa National Park

o Otahu Ecological Area and Parakawai GeologicabAn the Coromandel

0 The other seven areas in the Coromandel Penitataling 2,574 hectares

0 Te Ahumata Plateau on Great Barrier Island

Proposed additions to Schedule 4

| support the addition of core protected areas to Scheduds #as intended by Parliament.

| recommendthat all places that match the types listed in 8alee4 should be automatically
added to Schedule 4 when gazetted to ensure postécim mining. This includes all new
marine reserves, national parks, nature resergestgic reserves, wilderness areas, wildlife
sanctuaries, internationally significant wetlandd any additions to these areas.

| alsorecommendthat the following high-value conservation areaetypre added to
Schedule 4: national reserves such as Lewis Plhss$;oar World Heritage areas (Te
Wahipounamu, Tongariro and the Sub-Antarctic is&dndnd all ecological areas.

Areas for further mineral investigation

| opposethe Government’s proposal to subsidise the minéndisstry by spending $4 million to
investigate the mineral potential in any of ourecpublic conservation areas. Public conservation
land, especially Schedule 4 areas such as Rakiatiarl Park, belongs to the people of
Aotearoa and for recreation and tourism, not minihgust remain protected now and for future
generations.

Joint Ministerial approval for mining permits

| opposethe proposal for joint Ministerial approval for &ss to public conservation lancagree
with the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Envin@mt that public conservation land is held in
trust by the Minister of Conservation on behaltfled New Zealand public. It is for the Minister of
Conservation to decide who should or should noelencess to it.

Conservation fund from mining royalties

| support the proper funding of the Department oh§ervation to carry out its central role in
protecting and maintaining our public conservated and its precious plants and animals. The
department’s $53 million budget cut should be mestoConservation should not rely on mining
royalties. Providing a conservation fund from mmnoyalties falls well short of protecting our
precious natural heritage. | do support a genuimensunity conservation fund, but not as a reason
to allow mining. We shouldn’t destroy conservatiand to protect it.

Additional recommendations

| ask for the opportunity to be notified of apptioas for access to mining on any public
conservation land. Mining is the only activity theexempt from public processes and this
privileged position should be immediately corrected

| ask for a law change to prohibit all open-castimg and tailings dams on public conservation
land.

New Zealand’s public conservation land
IS far too precious to mine.

For further information:
www.forestandbird.org.nz and www.2precious2mine.org.nz



Kiwi Conservation Club for Children (KCC)
— a great gift for Children and Grandchildren

Join now on-line atvww.forestandbird.org.nz

Junior $19

Junior Group Membership $74 (30 magazines per)ssue
Kiwi Conservation Club for Children Website
The KCC website is a growing resource, packed witbrmation about New Zealand wildlife an

wild places. The website has been specifically gl for children, so they will enjoy the site
and gather valuable information for school projects

Information on the KCC website includes... educagsiources, how kids can help the world, a

glossary of conservation terms, a conservationtesaendar and Fact Sheets on conservation

topics, such as the Black Robin, Extinct Birds @, Moiho, Hector’s Dolphin, Kakapo, Kiwi, NZ
National Parks and Weta.

Visit the Kiwi Conservation Club websitevw.kcc.org.nz

Speaker profiles

Chris Todd is the Forest and Bird South Island Field Offiedre specializes in water issues and spearheads the
many Forest and Bird campaigns on South Islandereaton issues.

Ralph Powleslandis one of New Zealand’s foremost bird scientiaty] is well known in Southland for
leading the kereru and tui study here and in T&ianavhere radio tagging and banding birds brought
interesting new information. He is so passionateuibird conservation that his holidays are ofteans on
birding projects in the pacific islands.

Brian Ranceis a professional botanist who works for the Dapant of Conservation. Brian first visited New
Zealand’'s Subantarctic Islands in 1987, and heébkaa back a further 8 times studying the floratipalarly
the recovery from browsing of the spectacular megdad) after various introduced animals have beoved.

James Reardorhas recently joined Southland’s Department of Coradon Biodiversity team. He specializes
in lizard and frog conservation where he has béasety involved in the Macraes Flat Otago skinkjgco He
has also travelled the world as a cinematogragipent a year working in Sri Lanka and worked fer th
prestigious Zoological Society of London.

Susan Krumdiek is Director Associate Professor in Mechanical Eagimg Specialisation in Energy Systems
Engineering at Canterbury University — she pushe$bundaries of engineering and technology dewstop
with the radical suggestion that the new field cdrisition Engineering will emerge to address th& 21
Century’s great challenges; climate disruptionpuese depletion, ecosystem reclamation and populati
reduction. The talk will include some examples ddrisition Engineering innovations.

SERN (Southland Ecological Restoration Network) www.sern.org.nz-a
Southland website about community action in conseation across Southland —
have a look at the 40 projects on the site and sd#g/ou can lend a helping hand

to a project in your area.




A Walk on the Mild Side

Early March and the weather had been custard (no
surprises there) but we decided to go test my knees
Now there’s nothing more annoying than someone
wittering on about their illnesses, aches & pams,

for the benefit of this diatribe you need to kndwatt

my knees have been giving me gip for some time
and | was worried that my tramping days were over,
so | needed a trial run somewhere easy.

The three RustikeersEileen, Valerie & | set off in
the direction of Fiordland. We dithered for a few
kms as to whether or not we should go to Fiordland
or somewhere with a better chance of a fine day.
Eventually we put it to a vote...l lost 2-1 and we
bee-lined for the Hollyford. Now if ever a valley
had its own micro climate it is the Hollyford Vajle
Early in the week Fiordland had suffered from
torrential rain and although the valley copped some
of it, it was nowhere near as bad as the rest of
Fiordland.

We changed into tramping gear and set off to
Hidden Falls the first hut on the Hollyford Track
approx 2-3 hours away HA! For us it would be
more like 3-4 but we didn’t really care, the objett
the exercise was to actually arrive at the hutvem t
legs and enjoy the walk in. Crossing the Humboldt
River we were surprised at how little water there
was in it considering the huge storm that had hit 3
days previously. Walking along the old road to the
track start was a breeze, huge bluffs on one side a
swamp on the other.

Little sign of the original end of road shelter
remains at the start of what used to be the track
proper. A careful negotiation of the bouldery terra
was required but it was not steep and that was the
crucial factor as far as we were concerned. Tis¢ fir
couple of streams were also surprisingly dry
although the surrounding forest was lush and green
with my favourite fernsBlechnumpenna marina
and Blechnum fluvatilein abundance. The track
underfoot is really easy going no stumbly bitsrip t

up those who gaze at plants etc instead of their fe
Our first side stream flowed lazily under the badg
and murmured over a few tinsy rapids, but the water
was clear and a beautiful blue...... ah soul cleansing
indeed. We sat and gazed at the snow capped
Darrans glistening in the sunshine above us. These
are tactfully referred to as Aesthetic View Stops
nothing to do with the fact that one of us woulgkli

a short rest! A couple of small grunts that managed
to stop the chatter amongst us before we were off
downhill through the forest. All around us the air
was filled with birdsong tui, tomtit, bellbird and
fantails flitting nosily around us, a hearteningisd
given the stoat problem in our forests.

An amazing sight greeted us on the next bridge, a
large boulder was firmly lodged in the railing bet
bridge, all around it debris was piled high a sure
sign that that valley had not emerged unscathed
from the storm earlier in the week. We tiptoed
across the bridge holding our breath, not sure what
good that does but it seems to work as the bridge
didn’t collapse under us.

From the gantry tacked onto the cliff face we stood
and soaked up the scene of giant kahikatea, silver
beech, kamahi, matai & rimu growing around the
lazily flowing Swamp Creek. | nostalgically
remembered my first trip on the Hollyford pre
gantry days when the track actually went through
the swamp to a 3 wire bridge. Walking amongst the
understorey ofCoprosma wineberry, Fuchsia &
pepperwood you can smell the forest & feel the
clean fresh air.

Some early signs of the Easter orchicEarina
autumnalisin flower caught our eye but it was the
fungi that grabbed our attention, there were some
spectacular fungGrifola sp - Hen of the woods
which we later discovered were in abundance all
along the track. In all my years of tramping | have
never seen one of these so huge.

At the heart of this great landscape is the Hoilyfo
River and the track winds alongside it for much of
the way which affords absolutely magic views of
the river and its power. When you plonk such a
beautiful river in a valley, surround it with snow
capped mountains, morning mist dissolving into
brilliant sunshine, an easy walk through lush fores
well ...who needs a million dollars?

We arrived at the hut to find it fairly well filled
which meant we were going to have to sleep up on
top bunks. The other two whimped out and slept on
the floor under the table while | manfully clambdre
up to my nest on the top bunk.



A hive of activity greeted us at 8am as people
munched brekkie and packed up ready for the rest
of their journey. | lay smugly up on the top bumnk i
my sleeping bag watching everyone going at it like
toiler ants preparing for their journey. The twoowvh
slept under the table had to get up and out of the
way early — Ha Ha!

After the dust had settled we breakfasted, packed a
lunch and headed nonchalantly up the track towards
Lake Alabaster, intending on going as far as we fel
like. Here the going got a little steeper but noghi
creaking knees couldn’t handle. This part of the
track goes through lowland ribbonwood & podocarp
forest, with mosses & ferns draping the trees, then
into tall beech forest. Beautiful lichens were in
abundance. Our lunch stop at the top of a rise aith
view out to Mt Madeline across the valley had a
magical appeal. Waterfalls tumbling downward
through the bush to crash into the river below,lkma
glaciers teetering between falling or not depending
on the weather conditions, and a cobalt blue sky
wrapping itself around the valley. We spotted
numerous fungi as well aBianella nigra - NZ
Blueberry or Inkberrywith its bright purple/blue
berries. Small side streams tinkling and splashing
merrily beside the track watered many different
ferns and water loving plants. Kidney ferns on the
tree trunks were beginning to show the strain from
lack of moisture. Back at Hidden Falls we took an
evening walk to the falls that but it was a
welcoming spray that moistened the thirsty bush.
Viewed from the bridge magnificent rocks were

Southland Natural History

Field Club
The Southland Natural History Field Club g
“Field Club” brings together all those with an
interest in nature and the outdoors and megts
once a month (usually on every second
Thursday of the month) followed by a
weekend field trip, often on the same topic
the talk. If you are interested in becoming
member it costs $20 per year ($25 for a
family) and you will receive the monthly
newsletter and programme of trips. Contagt
Lloyd Esler (2130404).
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cleansed of any lingering algae by the constant
rushing of the water from the falls. There is altnos
always a rainbow visible at these falls regardigss
weather.

We had the hut to ourselves that night and enjoyed
an hilarious evening of memories of disasters and
momentous occasions during other trips. Kakas
were beginning to tune up as the evening
progressed. Oh, the knees were doing just fine.

We awoke to a mist filled valley and packed up for
the return journey enjoying cool moisture of early
morning plus a promise of rain. The sun eventually
rose to sip the dew off the leaves and dewy grasses
Lunch and a soak in the sun was had by one of the
open areas with a view to die for, as lingeringgtat

of morning mist clung determindly to the mountains
making a scene of infinite beauty when viewed from
a comfortable rock especially designed for a mature
posterior. A welcome period of rain cooled us down
as we made our way back to the road end and with
self satisfied smirks we heaved off our packs,
straightened our creaking knees, spines, etc before
calling in to Gunn’s Camp for a nice cuppa.

It's hard to believe that | got through the trip
without one fall or even a near miss.

Time to Hidden Falls approx 2.-3 hours. Really
worth the trip, the scenery is magnificent
Footloose



Long Bike Journey —
Cycling opens doors

Photo Left Ella (aged 17 months) i
her buggy after a 3 month cycle
journey from Cape Reinga to Bluff
with parents Vanessa Mudarra
Caraballo and Wouter Van
Wezenael.

>

“Cycling is the best way to travel because we gwbl, we can see, hear and smell everything andneén
touch with nature, especially when we are not aylhughways,” Wouter Van Wezenael says.”My partne
Vanessa and | gave up our jobs in Spain and braughdaughter Ella here, taking three months tdéecyc
around New Zealand, with it bringing us down totleas every day is different.”

One of the nice lessons in life they have learrezé hs that when they got in to trouble sometlgagd
happens which usually means other people offeelp them. They were struck by the hospitality ofvisiwho
opened their homes to them, not expecting anytimmgturn.

“Many people encouraged us as we biked with Eilaer buggy and a trailer for our gear, with roackecs
saying ‘good on you’,”"Wouter says. "It was a gteeay to meet the locals from all walks of life wtowk the
time to converse over a huge range of topics. Wiepe@ple with extreme views but we found Kiwis aadt of
the earth who just be who they are, which we emjdye

“l enjoyed the people and nature here, especiaykauri forests, biking around the bays and settia
glaciers on the West Coast,” Vanessa Mudarra Gdlabays. "It has made me more determined td st&ind
of backpackers as an education centre for naturgeteation back home in Spain, with guided cyoled to
get young people in touch with nature.”

“We worked in with conservation groups such asdsband Bird, raising awareness and fundraising lisit
disappointing to see New Zealand struggling to lipeio its clean, green image,”Wouter says.”Islaken us
three months to grasp why it is so hard to prestér@evildlife here, which is such a contrast to&pe, as your
birdlife is so vulnerable because of introduceeédgators.”

They agreed cycling gave them an appreciationlence, feeling more integrated with nature andrdfte
effort of cycling all day the end of the day wasrenbeautiful with the journey being more importdren
arriving.

Jenny Campbell

Old Bikes Needed for Bike Loan Scheme

Any condition bike taken to be repaired for peoplgo borrow - contact the Invercargill Environment
Centre -11 S.I.T. Arcade, 46 Esk Street, Invercargill, ®tand, New Zealand. Phone/Fax: (03) 218 4404
Email:iec@paradise.net.nz
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Te Rere Yellow-eyed penguin Reserve Update

For photos and stories about Te Rere visitwww.converge.org.nz/fbsth/

Making a difference for penguins

It takes commitment and tenacity from a group démteers to keep up the annual December full daytof
yellow eyed penguins at Southland Forest and Bifé'®ere Reserve on the south coast. Inclementesedid
not deter nine people, in two shifts, from coverag2 hour count from two vantage points in lated»eber.

Counting over an afternoon and evening period @pémguins pop out of the sea and make their avehyeir
nests in the native vegetation adds to the mongadiata of the population which has been goingoomtbout
20 years. Once one member of the breeding paimsftom fishing with food for the chicks, the otheaves
the nest to go to sea to feed and return with gweitribution. This count revealed a total of 8hlagenguins
landing at the Te Rere Reserve during the 12 houmtctime. Usually there is a half day count ind@ber,
about the time the birds return to start nesting.

“These numbers are a hopeful sign when comparsglts from recent years,” Forest and Bird organi&rian
Rance said. "The counts give a good idea of howyrards are about without disturbing them.”

“From the nest checking | carried out on the ddgund 20 nests, including 4 new ones, with 18hain
having 25 chicks in total and two nests not hawny chicks,” Caretaker for the Reserve, Fergusi&tand
said. ” Six stoats, all young ones, were caughh@traps we have set there as part of our onggmiedator
control programme and two trap sets had two sinaach which was rather unusual.”

The Te Rere penguin colony is within the Te Rerier8iic Reserve located on the Catlins coast, dgpenvned
and managed by Southland Forest and Bird Sociéig. yellow-eyed penguin colony is one of the latges
colonies of this rare bird on the mainland New Zadlcoast. The reserve is 72 hectares and is artiamp
coastal reserve. Members of the Society and otblenteers are keen to be involved and help oudteatblony
in this way as well as attend several planting lieesg the year.

“Despite all the effort put into the reserve, tieeovery of the penguin colony following a devastafire in
1995 has been slower than anticipated,” Mr Rarté. $The counts are a great opportunity to sesgpéns
and it is quite relaxing as you sit on a headlaading for penguins to come and go. Although thergng rain
today was not helpful for us volunteers, the penggiame and went about their serious businesaohggetheir
chicks in spite of human interest.”

Jenny Campbell

The world premiere of film shot on location at Te Rere will be
shownand available on DVD durina “Short Film Niaht” in A uaust.

Annual Te Rere Report — Caretaker Fergus Sutherland

Nests this summer

Yellow-eyed penguins have done well on the Otagb@wouthland coast this year although the Catlins wa
lower. The Te Rere birds have followed this tre@fi21 nest attempts, at least 17 were definitetcessful
and of these nests 4 had one chick while the sebtwo chicks. Thus, about 30 chicks were fledgetkeaRere
this summer.

Pest control
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This summer there were a lot of stoats around eoord numbers were caught at Te Rere — on oneioncas
in the month. There were also a number of ratsagiesv possums trapped or poisoned. There are laofd3é
stoat traps maintained at Te Rere.

Fence improvements

Last year we upgraded two sections of the Te Rareef by replacing the wires with netting. We nowehtavo
thirds of the fence in netting as shown on the imlpw.
The arrowed portions were the latest netted.

e

Volunteer workers

In recent years Te Rere has benefitted from théwbr
American students from Otago University. These etisl|
come to New Zealand under a programme called
Australearn.The following is a description of a day at Te
Rere from one of the studentsauren Koshere.

“The day’s activities focused on preserving a satf
Yellow-Eyed Penguin habitat maintained by famous Ne
Zealand conservation group the Forest and Bird Styci
Yellow-Eyed are unique penguins in that they me#te
bush and prefer privacy from other birds—charadics
that makes them particularly vulnerable to lossadstal

. - bush habitat and invasive mammal predators.
| Metting fence .
tength shown b 59 Nevertheless, because of the decades of dedication
S e Te Rere offered by Fergus and other volunteers, Te Reneis
= e Reserve home to a healthy but threatened population of abou
sixty birds.

Under Fergus’s guidance, we spent the morning aligptramping, and yanking thick bush away from
sensitive electric fences (safely turned off ferday) that protect the penguins’ habitat from bsowg cattle.
All the while teaching us about the land’s histand native plants, Fergus took the time to speaific
comment on the thorny, rosebush-like branch ofspeeies. We all recognized it immediately becéusad
almost snagged several people’s fleece jacketfeyTcall this one bush lawyer,” he explained incsel of
light-hearted, teasing Kiwi humour “....because itdke the shirt off your back.”

After a lunch of tasty sandwiches digks (dessert bars) made by Mary, we tramped Rrettgus
through native flax bushes into the heart of penduaibitat. There, we checked traps set for rats stoats,
which are small, invasive rodents that threatengaem populations by eating eggs and attacking chitie
also maintained native bush restoration areas kwting recently-planted shrubs and trees with depellent
to prevent them from being munched to the ground.

By 4:30 in the afternoon, the sun i@V in the western sky, and Fergus guided us toworopping
from which we could see one of the penguins’ daitgding sites on the rocky coast (they spend ttheys
fishing at sea). From our perch, we had the oppaity to observe the natural behaviour of the warl@drest
penguins as they made land for the evening. Usiagurge of the surf to their advantage, the bwadsild
swim close to the shore’s gentle rock incline befmatching a wave for their final thrust onto lanidight
lingered long enough for us to observe about fifteeds make landfall and socialize on the shorg,dusk
eventually forced us to tramp back to our van.”

Next Te Rere Planting Trips for your Diary

Saturday 24 July 2010 and Saturday 14 August 2010

Leader Brian Rance — bookings essential 213116G#olR&uchers for drivers.




Castles in the Sand!

Building sandcastles at Oreti Beach was the local
response to the International Day of Climate Action
Events around the world highlighted the need for
action on climate change and reducing carbon
dioxide levels down to 350 parts per million ( ppm)
regarded as the safe level of carbon dioxide m ou
atmosphere. Currently the level is 387ppm and
rising approximately 2ppm every year. As a coastal
community Invercargill is likely to be adversely
affected by rising sea levels.

To highlight this issue and other adverse effetts o
climate change, local groups and individuals were
challenged to hold back the rising tide at Oreti
Beach with a variety of sand castles, sand scudptur
and sand batrriers.

Despite some sophisticated and sturdy designs and
some spirited running repairs while the waves
crashed in, the result was inevitable.

“The determination but futility of the efforts of
those trying to rebuild their sandcastles in spite

the incoming tide were a real metaphor for what we
are likely to see as climate disruption takesaltss t
especially on coastal communities,” sandcastle

maker, John Adams says. It was so good to be part

of the action, local and global, by taking a stand
with about 200 others there and having fun.”

“It is amazing to think that all around the world o

exactly but saying in a thousand different ways to
their leaders that they care and want action,”
Transition Town Invercargill coordinator Diana
Zadravec says. " People with the same hopes,
values and dedication came together to make a
statement which makes me feel very hopeful for this
planet.”

Organized by the Transition Town Invercargill and
the Invercargill Environment Centre the sandcastle
building was just one of 5200 events around the
world where people gathered to call for strong
action and bold leadership on the climate crisis.

On the 350.0rg website there were photos of
climbers high on the glaciers of Switzerland hodin
350 banners, of bicycle parades from Copenhagen
to San Francisco, of organizers in Papua New
Guinea beating their church gong 350 times while
churches in Barcelona rang their bells 350 times.
Photos of people from different races and classes,
religions and nationalities, came together around a
simple and powerful number to save the planet.

“Together, we've shown the world that a global
climate movement is possible and set a bold new
agenda for the upcoming United Nations Climate
Meetings in Copenhagen this December,” Founder
of 350.0rg, Bill McKibben says. “The 350 target is
the new bottom line for climate action and world
leaders must now meet that target.”

Saturday, there were thousands of people doing just Jenny Campbell

what we were doing, not building sandcastles

HS W&+, (&
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Tautuku Lodge — Lenz Reserve

The Lodge The Coutts Cabin The A Frame

Situated on the Southern Scenic Route (SH92) 8krthsuf Papatowai and 90 minutes north of Inverdauan a sealed
highway, the Lodge, Coutts Cabin and an A Frameircoa to be a popular place to stay. In a busingesf 550
hectares with beaches, caves and waterfalls négpbyvides an excellent base for exploring theliGsit

The Lodge (10 beds) Coutts Cabin (4 beds) A Fran{g beds)
Members $15 Members $15 Members $10

Non Members $20 Non Members $20 Non Members $15
Schoolchildren $5 Under 5 Free

These prices are at 1989 rates and representaie@ for money. The facilities are well equippelti ¢kectric) with
heaters (heat pump in the Lodge), microwaves, oaadshowers.

Convenient walks are the 1 hour nature walk and8 fong track both starting and finishing at trabe plus beach
walks, Cathedral Caves and Lake Wilkie nearby

Another feature in the area is the Cooks Mill sitewhich is located a Traill tractor and bogiesemcbver that were
used for hauling logs, this has been refurbishedumgraded by the Owaka Lions Club as a project.

Also featured are photos of the mill when it wasmapional that have been organized by Chairpersary Miiller —
Lenz Reserve Management Committee.

To book accommodation phone Diana Noonan 03 415&0@da.keith@ruralinzone.net

Tautuku Lodge Trips 2010
14-15 May 2009 and 24-25 September 2010

Tautuku Lodge — Coutts Cabin — A Frame in the @saittire an ideal place to stay — Why not see forsgiu
by booking in for the 2009 “Working Bees” Weekefidavel up on Friday night or Saturday morning, wo
on the nature walk track, weeding or working onlthédings can suit all levels of fitness. Free
accommodation, pot luck tea on Saturday night and to explore beaches, wetlands and bush walks or}
Sunday before returning home. Book with Tony Bratke2186137
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Lenz Reserve celebrates 40 Years young

Photo Left former caretaker Mabel Roy, Mary Miller Chairthe Lenz Reserve Committee, with Southland
Forest and Bird member Tony Bretherick, prepangld@ot a rata tree at the 40 year Lenz Reserve ragiebs.

40 years of hard work, commitment and enthusiasne welebrated last Saturday (26 Sept) at the Farebt
Bird’s (F&B) Lenz Reserve. This is a long term cemnvation project, 550 hectares at Tautuku in thiirisa
created with the intention of retaining valuabléveforest in the area.

About 40 people came from across Otago and Southtanelebrate and reminisce about what had brahght
to fruition, sharing in a delicious afternoon tewl avatching former caretaker, Mabel Roy plant a.rat
“Before | cut this anniversary cake we need to eember those who are no longer with us, "Miss Ras" It
was Mrs Ivy Lenz, an Otago Forest and Bird memivbnse bequest enabled the land to be purchasé&b 1
Bill King had a huge influence too as he went tollivgton three times to negotiate with the Governitfer
the purchase of what was then Crown land. Sadbjidet before the Tautuku Lodge was opened in 1969.”
Tribute was paid to J.Wallace Ramsay of the Otaggzl@nent Board and Jim Watt, Chair of Otago Braofch
F& B who were involved in supporting the projectlassisting with building the initial accomodatioiock.

Over the forty years there have only been threetaking arrangements starting with Maisie and Bednett,
Miss Mabel Roy and now Diana Noonan and Keith Qlséirof whom have given excellent service in their
role.

Chair of the Lenz Reserve committee, Mary Millekrmmwledged the ongoing work, vision and aspiratiohs
all the committee members over the years from Qt8gath Otago and Southland F & B branches alotig wi
those who have maintained tracks and buildingsrdtas particular appreciation expressed for thekwb
Owaka Lions Club which revamped the Traills tractioe, display area and signage which portray$isiery
of the milling era.

Jenny Campbell

Visitors to the Catlins, students and F&B membersrbm across the country use this Lenz Reserve as a
base for exploring locally with tracks, views, watdalls and caves all bringing new experiences,
enjoyment and an appreciation of nature and the owoors.
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Southland Community Nursery
185 Grant Road, Otatara

email rances@ihug.co.nz
web addreshttp://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~rances
New Website Coming Soon!

A% L
NURSERY NURSERY

Free Native Plant Propagation Workshops
Native Plants from Cuttings

Friday 4 and 11 June 2010
10am-Noon

Book a place by phoning Chris 2131161 or emailingances@ihug.co.nz

At the Nursery we grow all of the species that ar&leal for shelter, wetlands, forest
restoration, attracting native birds, school plantngs — come and see us on a Friday at
185 Grant Road, Otatara, do some work and take son@ants away for free!

Otatara Landcare Group — Bushy Point
Sunday 2" May 2010 — 2pm — 4pn{access to the pond area from 173 Grant Roada@)at
Opening of New Interpretation Sign, Bushy Pointrflag,

Children’s Activities with Brucie Gull, Afternoonéla and Raffle draws
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Nic Moon — The Jewel in the Crown

Being selected for the William Hodges Fellowship
as Artist in Residence for 6 months in Invercaygill
living at Burwell House, opened up a whole new
world of materials and inspiration for Nelson’s Nic
Moon

Making a series of works called ‘The Crown
Jewels”, using harakeke fibre ( flax) and the $kul
and weathered bones of introduced mammals such
as stoats, possums, sheep, cattle, deer, pigs, goat
and rabbits means Nic Moon, from Nelson, needed
intact, clean, dry skulls for her current artworks.

“I am engaging with farmers, foresters,
environmentalists and those who do pest eradication
work to learn the stories of human survival and
environmental adaptation in this place,” she said.

“I am drawn here because of the extremes and
diversity of ecosystems from the wilderness of
Fiordland to intensive dairying.”

“I am using the materials | gather to make visual
work alluding to the impact of introduced mammals
and celebrating the way people have adapted their
life and work processes to survive and prosper
here,” she said.

"A recent trip to Dusky Sound has inspired an art
work in memory of Richard Henry, the ranger on
Resolution Island in the late 1800s. Seen as an

eccentric man and before his time, he pioneered thi
first bird transfers of kiwi and kakapo from the
mainland to an island sanctuary, continuing this
mostly alone for 14 years,” Nic said. “| am

weaving him a blanket adorned with stoat skulls
which is a reminder of the harsh reality of oneasto
swimming there and destroying all the hard work he
had done over that time.”

Using harakeke fibre from Templetons’ flax mill
near Riverton, she handrolled it for the woven kloa
and plaits it for necklaces while experimentinghwit
its potential. Most of her skulls have come from a
historical collection saved by Bruce Thomas, an
ecologist from Nelson. He was involved in early
predator trapping on Breaksea and Stewart Islands,
as well as Deep Cove, Martin’s Bay and Chatham
and Christmas Islands.

He catalogued this pioneering collection of radast
and mouse skulls, keeping them in case the DNA is
needed later for scientific purposes.

“My exhibition opened late January at the
Southland Museum and Art Gallery. | am excited
about being able to collaborate with people of this
area, bringing to life the stories of environmental
devastation alongside those of conservation
projects,” Nic said.

Jenny Campbell

You can save the Branch money by
asking to have this newsletter sent
email. Please email Chris Rance

You can also view this newsletter |
colour on the Forest and Bird website

on

rances@ihug.co.nz

—

www.forestandbird.org.nz
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Conservation organisation Forest & Bird is astoundd at the decision to
destroy the West Coast’s Mokihinui River by buildinga hydro dam.

“This will be the greatest inundation of consergatiand for a hydro scheme that New Zealand hassaen,”
Forest & Bird Top of the South Field Officer Debsain says.

“It's a tragedy for the rare native blue ducksngiand snails, longfin eels and other creaturaslite in or
beside the Mokihinui. They will be wiped out by M&an Energy’s massive hydro dam flooding their lesth
Debs Martin says.

“Of course, it's a great loss for people as wetldaese the Mokihinui is a wonderful river for ragiand the
gorge is stunning for trampers,” Debs Martin says.

Meridian plans to build an 85-metre-high dam onWest Coast’s third-largest river. More than 336taees
of river gorge and forest will disappear under &ildmetre-long artificial lake.

Forest & Bird has no faith in the mitigation measurequired. “Mitigation measures were thorougldguassed
during the consent process. Nothing convinced maependent scientists that the measures could e
devastation of a dam,” Debs Martin says.

The Independent conservation organisation supfgwetStockton hydro project and other renewableggner
schemes, including energy efficiency measures. Séfae the real solutions to our country’s eleityriature,”
Debs Martin says

She notes that the hearing committee found the idgficult and the decision was not unanimous.

Forest & Bird is considering appealing the decislit's vital that the Mokihinui River remains wildnd free
flowing because these pristine rivers are undeeasing threat around New Zealand,” Debs Martis.say

To get more news from across the country sign up fd&-News on www.forestandbird.org.nz

New Look Website for Forest and Bird

www.forestandbird.org.nz

Branch information will be available on this websie.

Help the Branch save money by asking for the bransstsletter on email or look at it on the
website, email Chris at rances@ihug.co.nz
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Biological Control promoted

AM and SM Williams at the field day
held near Te Anau, with biocontrol
agents to control broom.

About 25 people went away smiling with bags full
of psyllids as special gifts from the BiocontradlIti
day held near the Aparima River bridge on the
Wreys Bush Mossburn highway at the beginning of
December.

“They collected about 3 bags of broom each which
is enough to create about 75 releases to helpdprea
the insects,” Secretary for the Te Anau Biocontrol
group, Jesse Bythell said. “With people from asros
Otago, including Lawrence, Dunedin, Tapanui and
Raes Junction, along with others mostly from
northern and eastern Southland involved, this will
see psyllids in areas where they have not spread to
naturally yet.”

There is continuing keen interest in biocontralha
Te Anau basin with this annual broom field day an
indication of this.

” Releasing broom psyllids and twig miner moths
on broom plants has proved a very worthwhile
initiative with evidence of their effectiveness now
obvious in the Te Anau area,” Ms Bythell said.
“Together these insects damage both woody and
sappy broom growth causing severe damage which
prevents flowering and can kill plants.”

The group’s first release of broom leaf beetles was
in October with 200 adults and around 400 eggs
released at a carefully selected site on Mararoa
Station.These beetles feed on leaves, growing goint
and stems of broom reducing its health and vigour
with severely damaged broom unable to flower and
plants may even die as a result. These beetles,
native to Europe, do not eat native brooms. They
were purchased with money donated by Land
Information New Zealand. With broom a significant
agricultural and environmental weed needing
control, beetles can be collected and releaseevat n
sites as populations increase.

Later this month the group intends to release ehbat
of broom shoot moths which feed on new growing
stem tips and can kill branches by ring-barking
them, helping reduce flower and seed production.
The Meridian Energy Community Fund is
supporting this venture with caterpillars able & b
shifted to new sites later.

“Biocontrol is a safe, sustainable and cost-effecti
method of reducing the impact of pest plants,” Ms
Bythell said. “Biocontrol agents cannot eradicate
the host plant they depend upon, but they redsce it
vigour and spread, with testing ensuring they only
damage the weed plants we’re concerned about.”
Jenny Campbell

Rudd Kleinpaste — the wonderful world of BUGS- coming to Southland — look out for advertising
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Southland Branch Committee

Craig Carson (2130732) Marie Lockie (2178720)

Rob and Peggy Snoep (2169103) Christine Hendens@.umsden (03 87605)
Jenny Campbell, Mossburn (03 2486398) Arthur Wilams (2168985)

Chris and Brian Rance (2131161) Barbara Carsor2(30732)

Margaret Hopkins, Stewart Island (03 2191126) NdiRobertson, Manapouri (03 2499595)

Christine McKenzie, Fortrose (03 2469526)

Forest and Bird Addresses:
Southland Branch PO Box 1155, Invercargill
www.converge.org.nz/fbsth
Southern Region Office — Sue Maturin
PO Box 364, Dunedin
Central Office — PO Box 631, Wellington
www.forest-bird.org.nz

Southland Branch
PO Box 1155
Invercargill

April 2010
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