
 1 

                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Winter Talks and Working Days 2009 
 

Venue - Room B1:11 SIT Tay St Entrance 7.30pm 
 (except the AGM which starts at 7pm, and the July talk which is in Hanson Hall) 

Look at the new Forest and Bird website for any changes to this programme or phone the trip leader 
 

Tuesday 12 May 2009 – AGM – and illustrated talk by Steve Butler, Royal Astronomical 
Society of New Zealand “Challenging Views of the Night Environment".  AGM starts at 
7pm. 
 
Weekend 15/17 May 2009 – Tautuku Lodge working weekend in the Catlins (Book with 
Tony Bretherick 2186137 for free accommodation). 
 
Tuesday 9 June 2009 - Local Conservation Communities in Action – Find out what’s 
happening in Bluff, Otatara and Myross Bush (pest control, walkways, school involvement, native 
planting, interpretation, weed control). 
 
Tuesday 14 July 2009 – Rod Morris – One of New Zealands best Natural History 
Photographer’s presents - “Extinction and Discovery”-  nature discovery in New Zealand since the 
time of Orbell's rediscovery of takahe in 1948. Venue Hanson Hall. Bookings essential phone Chris 2131161 
or email rances@ihug.co.nz. Gold coin donation. 
 
Saturday 25 July 2009 – Te Rere penguin colony – main planting day – Leader Brian Rance Ph 
2131161 or rances@ihug.co.nz – please book for transport arrangement. Free mini bus available. 
 
Tuesday 11 August 2009 – Illustrated talk by Gay Munro – “QEII National Trust – 
Simply the Best”. Reflecting on 12 years as QEII Southland Representative. 
 
Saturday 15 August – Te Rere working day – second planting day – Leader Craig Carson ph 
2130732 bookings essential. 
 
Tuesday 8 September 2009 – “Kakapo – a booming year” – a look back on the amazing 
season with Deidre Vercoe - DOC’s Kakapo Programme Manager. 
 
Weekend 25/27 September 2009 – Tautuku – 40 Year Aniversary! (see newsletter details). 
 
Tuesday 13 October 2009 – Illustrated talk by Carol West – “Changes on Raoul Island: 
rats, eruptions and cyclones”.  Taking us on an expedition to the Kermadec’s, NZ most northerly 
islands. 
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Musing from the Chair 
 
Don’t we live in interesting times? And do we remember that was an old Chinese curse? 
 
We seem to have crises following crises. Climate change, financial, employment, conservation, one after another in 
seemingly increasing frequencies. 
 
But are they really separate crises? Perhaps there is a linkage between them all. The continued growth of our consumer 
society seems to be at the bottom of most of the problems. The exception may be the financial crisis which seems to be a 
lesson to the gamblers in the world financial casino that sometimes gambles do not pay off. 
 
There is more linkage with the others. Certainly the loss of capital in the casino has an effect but also society may be 
pushing up against the finite limits of the Earth. Unsustainable production can only go on for so long and the world may 
have reached the point of diminishing returns where the damaged caused may be greater than the improvements to the 
quality of life gained. 
 
However interesting times also open up interesting opportunities. 
 
Now is when we should recognise the linkages between the crises and work to improve the situation. Forest and Bird has 
a role here to push the government to use its limited spending power wisely. Do we really need more motorways? 
For the price of a few kilometres of motorway, how much weed and pest animal control could be done? How much 
ecological restoration could be done for a few metres of motorway equivalent? How many more people could be usefully 
employed restoring our environment than in another road gang? 
 
We should not be focussing on the problems but looking forward to new opportunities. How we have been living has not 
worked and is coming crashing down. We need to grasp the chance and invest our money, time and skills in moving to a 
more sustainable way of life. A better quality of life rather than a greater quantity of possessions. 
Craig Carson 

 
Rod Morris - www.rodmorris.co.nz 

 

Rod Morris has over 25 years experience in wildlife film making, with TVNZ's Natural History Unit. His first love of 
still photography takes him throughout New Zealand, the Sub-Antartic Islands, and into the Pacific and Southeast Asia.  

He photographs a wide selection of subjects including birds, insects, animals, flowers and the natural landscape. His 
photographic work features widely in children's readers, non-fiction books, magazines and on websites. Rod is the author 
of 'Life-Size Guide to New Zealand Birds', 'South Sea Islands: A Natural History', and 'New Zealand Nature - a 
photographic souvenir'.  In both Rod's writing and photography, he shares with us an admiration of the natural world. 

On 14th  July we are in for a photographic feast. Rod Morris will present “Extinction and Discovery'- nature 
discovery in New Zealand  since the time of Orbell's rediscovery of takahe in 1948. Stunning nature photography of 
species from Southland and Fiordland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo of tui & chicks taken by Rod Morris 
while standing on a very tall ladder at Bill  
Bells, Marama Avenue South property in  
Otatara. 

 
 
 



 3 

Fishing - A Change of Direction ! 
 
Summer has been MIA this year so sunbathing and 
tramping were O.U.T, out; therefore I decided I 
would take up the generous offer from a friend to 
continue my lessons in fly fishing.   
 
Now I am a fisherman from waaaay back. 
Baitcasting it used to be called, then threadlining, 
now it is Spin fishing, somewhat lacking in timbre I 
feel.  
 
Ah, those halcyon days of biking out with my 
brothers out to the Makarewa River on a Sunday, 
casting a line with two writhing worms attached to 
the hooks, sitting back with a book or just enjoying 
the solitude until the line jerked in a “hey there’s a 
fish on the end of this line” manner. Sighing, 
closing the book (marking the page of course), and 
reeling in one or two fish, usually perch to take 
home for others to eat, I don’t do fish as a meal. 
But…. I never used a fly rod that was for muscled 
men in huge gummies who stood in waist deep 
water wearing a jacket dripping with weird 
hairy/fluffy bits of stuff hanging from it.  They 
never seemed to chuck a decent line in the water 
and wait, always flicking in, flicking out with fancy 
wavy movements and flicking in again.  Ahh, ya 
can’t beat the old worm or the great “across the 
river” fling of a spin rod, then gently winding in of 
the line hoping the minnow (lure) was doing its 
wobbly “I’m real” imitation.  
Licenses back then approx 2/6 pence or 25c for 
those of the metric generation. Now it’s $100 and 
something, I came over all queer after the $100 was 
mentioned and am not sure of the amount I put on 
my credit card. Anyway I digress. I decided to take 
up the offer (see above) and we tootled off to Te 
Anau and a friends crib for four days bliss. 
 
Weather was fantastic so after tea we set off for a 
practice run on the lakeshore. Finding a secluded 
place, rods were set up, suitable fly (in actuality a 
bit of hairy stuff) attached and we set off with an air 
of “we really know our stuff” in our demeanor.  As 
all the fish were going to attack my fly, Cecilie 
decided to move well down the shoreline – at least 
that’s the reason she gave me for the large gap 
between us. 
 
All the smarts of a recycled teenager rushed to the 
surface, hey, it’s cool, I can chuck a mean spin rod 
therefore I can use a fly rod. The instructions given 

since my last feeble attempt filtered into my brain – 
that took all of 30 seconds. 
Pull out heaps of line, sufficient to tangle itself at 
your feet, rod high, sweep gently backwards 
watching the line, as it straightens behind you cast 
forward and according to the text books your line 
will cast gracefully out in the direction you intended 
it to and the fly will land gently on the surface of the 
water imitating perfectly a poor unfortunate insect 
that has misjudged its landing and got its wings/feet 
wet, thus enticing a fish to look up and shout “Yeah 
McDonalds”. Nah, believe me that’s not how it is. 
Read all the books you like but actually doing it is a 
totally different story. You cannot imagine the 
number of times and places a hook can attach itself 
to, anything from clothing to the environment. 
 
I hooked the large tree waaay behind me – gulp a 
tad too much free line, the bush to the left and then 
the right of me (X times). Next was my flapping 
sweater hem, my backside, OK it does protrude 
more than most but hey not that far! My bootlace, a 
couple of stones on the beach and various parts of 
the net I had laughingly tucked into my waistband in 
case I caught a fish. Once, just as I was executing 
the perfect cast a sandfly got thro my insect 
defenses of Body Odour a touch of Chanel 5 & 
Aerogard and bit me on the lip. THE LIP you say, 
of course because you don’t put insect repellant on 
your lips or eye area. I gave the beast a right hook 
Mike Tyson would have loved to emulate, feeling 
chuffed with myself over such a grand slam I then 
discovered I had also “hooked” the skin behind my 
right ear with the fly that was in the process of 
performing a gentle text book arc toward the lake. 
 
As the evening progressed I was waiting until any 
ghastly fit runner who frequented the lakeshore 
track to move on, and checking carefully to see if 
anyone was hiding sniggering in the bushes before I 
attempted my next cast. 
During this pantomime I lost:  two flies borrowed 
from my friend, one piece of skin, and eventually 
my temper. The total for the evening was one tree, 
four bushes, two stones 3 holes in the net, five parts 
of my clothing, and a piece of skin behind my ear.  
 
Finally, I shouted in a petulant rendition of one of 
my kids as a grounded teenager. “I have had had 
enough of this silly game” and flounced back to the 
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 car in a fit of pique to untangle yet another mess of  
invisible fishing line. Ever tried in the half light to 
poke a piece of invisible thread through a miniscule 
loop in an invisible line without embedding a hook 
in your finger, it’s called replacing the fly that now 
hangs on the gum tree beside Lake Te Anau! 
 
Anyway, much to my delight, my reasonably 
experienced friend arrived back admitting that she 

had had a frustrating hour 30 untangling her line, 
therefore not getting many decent casts in. Suddenly 
I felt much better. 
 
PS I have borrowed a spin rod, attached a fly and a 
bubble (float), boy can I heave that sucker across a 
river into the exact spot the fish are lurking! 

Dawn P – Flyloose! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SERN (Southland Ecological Restoration Network) – www.sern.org.nz- a new 
Southland website about community action in conservation across Southland – 
have a look at the 40 projects on the site and see if you can lend a helping hand 

to a project in your area. 

Kiwi Conservation Club for Children (KCC) 
– a great gift for Children and Grandchildren 

Join now on-line at www.forestandbird.org.nz 

Single $12 
• Family $20 (each child receives one magazine per issue) 
• Mini Set $28 (four magazines per issue) 
• Class Set $65 (30 magazines per issue) 
 

Kiwi Conservation Club for Children Website 
The KCC website is a growing resource, packed with information about New Zealand wildlife and wild 
places. The website has been specifically developed for children, so they will enjoy the site and gather 
valuable information for school projects. 
 
Information on the KCC website includes… educator resources, how kids can help the world, a glossary of 
conservation terms, a conservation event calendar and Fact Sheets on conservation topics, such as the Black 
Robin, Extinct Birds of NZ, Hoiho, Hector’s Dolphin, Kakapo, Kiwi, NZ National Parks and Weta. 
 
Visit the Kiwi Conservation Club website www.kcc.org.nz 
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Local Communities in Action – hear all about them on Tuesday 9 June 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our aim is to provide an environment 
where native birds, plants and invertebrates 
are thriving - not just surviving- on Bluff 
Hill  
 
Look at their great new website for more 
details  
 
www.bluffenvirotrust.org 
 

Myross Bush Landcare Group – restoring 
Kerrs Bush. 
This newly formed Landcare Group are busy ridding this 
important kahikatea remnant at Myross Bush of the 
invasive weed - sycamore trees.  Working with the local 
school and with the help of tree surgeon Derek, a 
massive amount of work has been done – removing 
mature trees and planting native species in the cleared 
areas. 
 

 
New Walkway, 
interpretation, 
School visits, 

trapping, native 
planting 
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Wilding pines volunteer weekend 
 

Volunteers spent 7 and 8 March attacking the 
wilding pine problem on Mid Dome in Northern 
Southland with organisers, Mid Dome Wilding 
Trees Charitable Trust members along with 
Environment Southland and Department of 
Conservation staff. Southland people spent Saturday 
on the mountain working at 1400 metres in cool, 
windy conditions with passing showers, ably 
assisted by a group of 15 from Dunedin who stayed 
on for another working day on Sunday. The 
Dunedin group spent the weekend at Nokomai 
Station shearers' quarters with the extra thrill of 
being lifted by helicopter on to the mountain on 
Sunday by James Hore of Nokomai Helicopters. 
''Our full muster of 15 are appreciative of the 
accommodation supplied by the Hore family at 
Nokomai,’’. ‘’The free helicopter ride in return for 
the tremendous amount of work the group is doing 
on Mid Dome this weekend, is great support for the 
Trust,'' Trust member from Dunedin, Alan Mark 
said. 
 
The group of 43 volunteers in total worked to 
remove many thousands of wilding pine seedlings 
from cut-over areas over the two days. This backs 
up the work of the two contract gangs which are 
continuing to make an impression on this large 
problem. 
 
The volunteers worked in teams in an organised 
pattern to ensure both large and small wildings were 
removed. Views over Northern Southland were 
spectacular and appreciated from that height, but 
cloud cover meant they were not at their best. 
 
''I had an awesome time up there, being educated 
about the effect the wilding pines are having on the 
environment as well as being able to do something 

about it”, volunteer Steve Davy from Dunedin said. 
“It is encouraging to see what can be done in such a 
short period of time”, Bill Morris from Dunedin 
said. He had been brought up on Ben Avon Station 
near Omarama so appreciated the problem from a 
runholder's perspective.  ''When I look both east and 
west from here and see the extent of the destruction 
of the tussock grassland because of the wilding 
pines, I can see the urgency and importance of 
getting on top of the problem,'' he said. 
 
Environment Southland Biosecurity Officer, Pest 
Plants, Randall Milne said the volunteers gained an 
appreciation of the wilding pines issue and also had 
the chance to see the special subalpine vegetation in 
the herbfields there with gentians flowering along 
with snowberries fruiting. ''We try to run two 
volunteer days a year with the next one in 
November,'' he said. ''We get the volunteers to work 
where the contractors have been so we can get the  
regrowth and seedlings which have grown up since 
then. We are starting to make an impact and can 
now see which areas are clear.'' 
 
''It has been an excellent day with a hardy band of 
volunteers who do the work and don't just talk,'' 
Chair of the Trust, Ali Timms of Lumsden said. 
''They have made a positive contribution to this 
restoration project and saved the Trust a lot of 
money as well as spreading the word about what we 
are trying to achieve. It is a 10 million dollar project 
and we are appreciative of the funding we have 
received from various sources. With farmland 
surrounding Mid Dome, stopping the spread of 
wildings is a winable one here because they can be 
contained.'' 
Jenny Campbell 
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From the Window 
 
From the windows in the lounge the panorama is of 
a large garden full with any number of plants, 
shrubs and trees.  Each species attracting their own 
micro-environment of living fauna, from the minute 
and almost microscopic to the larger more mobile; 
the birds who summer and winter, spring and 
autumn fill the garden with life and song.  The busy 
scurrying hunt for the invertebrates, the fluttering 
cascade of fantail flights in the search for winged 
and stationary insects.  The raucous demanding 
presence of the Tui' at the containers of sugar and 
water that help them through the winters.  Their 
glaring looks at the people behind the window when 
a container is empty, followed by the bee-line flight 
in the direction of the neighbours who also put out 
food.   
The scrabbling fighting flights of wax-eyes, 
contesting the fat placed out for them, to the 
ponderous flight of the wood-pigeons in the spring, 
fresh from Stewart Island and looking to strip the 
flowers and the new leaf buds from the Elms, the 
poplars, the plum trees and the laburnums. 
The remnants of their careless feasts left to litter the 
lawns. 
 
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and no doubt 
the wood-pigeons are a beautiful bird, but our 
favourites are the more discerning fantails, wax-
eyes, and the Tui's. Tui and wax-eye for the winter 
and spring, the fan-tail for the summer and 
autumn.    
 

Winter is when we put out the sugar water on top of 
the pergola just a few feet from the ranch slider in 
the lounge.    
                          . 
Old pine cones that have opened and been left over 
night point down in a deep container of fat, are hung 
in the morning on the crabapple tree, dangling like 
Christmas ornaments or placed upright on nails 
arranged on boards projecting from the trellis like 
garden statues.  All for the accumulations of wax-
eyes, the tui's and any other bird who is finding the 
winter a strain. 
 
The repayment is a circus of feeding birds, the 
contests of little green-grey creatures clinging to the 
cones that spin in the breeze and to balance the 
feeding frenzy, first one way, around and around 
until the string tightens and then against the other 
pressures, unwinds, carrying it's passengers on a 
twirling ride, or spins in front of a wax-eye, 
hovering like a humming bird, pecking at the 
globules of fat as they pass their beak. 
 
That’s part of the winter, a small part and the other 
seasons bring other stories like the fantail and her 
brood in the old Sambucus, living high on the hog 
from the flies and other insects that come to 
pollinate and feed…..     
                              
Another day, another season, and another story 
perhaps. 
Mac 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can save the Branch money by asking to 
have this newsletter sent on email.  Please email 

Chris Rance rances@ihug.co.nz 
 

You can also view this newsletter in colour on 
the Forest and Bird website 
www.forestandbird.org.nz 
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Te Rere Yellow-eyed penguin Reserve Update (since October 08) 
For photos and stories about Te Rere visit - www.converge.org.nz/fbsth/ 

 
Te Rere Report March 2009 Fergus Sutherland 

 
Yellow eyed penguins may live to be at least 28 years old. This year the Forest and Bird Society will have had 
28 years of involvement with the penguins at Te Rere so there may be some of the original ones still there – 
possibly the same one in the picture snapped by my daughter in 1981! 

 
We do not know exactly how many penguins there were at Te Rere in 1981, but 
there were possibly over 100 - the numbers counted just before the disastrous fire 
in 1995.  Today the penguin numbers have climbed back to more than 80 after 
the post-fire low of about 40. Predator catches are increasing. In January this year 
I caught 8 stoats – the highest monthly total ever. (See the graph for penguin 
numbers and stoat catches since 1995) Fortunately there was no evidence of 
penguins being killed by stoats this year.  
 

Te Rere Statistics 2009
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The tally of nests found at Te Rere this year was 23. In December 17 were still viable and it appears that at least 
24 chicks were fledged. This productivity compares favourably with other observations on the Otago coast 
where penguin chick numbers were generally low. It also represents a small increase on nest numbers at Te 
Rere in recent years. 
 
Other highlights of the summer season this year have included the excellent growth of regeneration plantings 
due to the relatively moist season and to the timely clearing work around the plants. Volunteers have assisted 
with much of the work – planting, clearing, trapping, fence checking as well as building a small work shed and 
bridge over Te Rere Stream. A welcome contribution of over 30 well-grown rata trees came from Jane and Jim 
Young, who are teachers at The Catlins Area School. 
 
Thank you all for your support and I look forward to the next 28 years at Te Rere.  I plan to hobble down there 
in 2037 to see a magnificent coastal forest full of bird song and resonating to the calls of hundreds of penguins!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Te Rere Penguin 1981 
Photo Merinda Sutherland 

Next Te Rere Planting Trips for your Diary 
 

Saturday 25 July 2009 and Saturday 15 August 2009 
 

Leader Brian Rance – bookings essential 2131161. Petrol Vouchers for drivers. 
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Christine Henderson MNZM! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Henderson using her free, solar and wind powered clothes drier on their family farm at Lintley 
near Lumsden. 
 
Being a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(MNZM) evoked mixed feelings of humility, pride 
and affirmation of the teams she has worked with 
over the years, for Christine Henderson of 
Lumsden. Even though the award was mainly for 
her work in the conservation field she has also been 
involved in Southland Branch of Historic Places 
Trust and Southland Rural Heritage Group and 
community activities in Northern Southland. 
 
The most significant event in shaping this 
environmental path she has been on, was initially 
the Save Manapouri Campaign sparked off for her 
by Mr Matheson of Lumsden writing to the 
newspapers, bemoaning possible future scenario 
with the proposed raising of the lake levels. This led 
on to membership of such groups as Forest and 
Bird, Ecology Action, Resource Monitor Group, 
Guardians of the Lakes, Waiau River Working Party 
and got her involved with other like minded people 
who are very concerned about the environment. 
 
Their energy, enthusiasm, wisdom and knowledge 
has helped spur her on and encouraged her to keep 
raising awareness. She has learned to speak out, 
write letters to the editor, write submissions and be 
a face for conservation in the south, learning that 
many others actually agree with her but do not have 
the skills or avenues to get the message out there. 
This is particularly true when the issues are local 
and the community is divided.  
 
“This seemed daunting at the time but on the way I 
have met inspiring people who have a heart for so 

many of the concerns I have, so we can encourage 
and motivate each other to sustain the energy all of 
this needs”, she said. “This work is a collective and 
collaborative effort’’. 
 
“I have learned that I can not take it all on my own 
shoulders but need to become more strategic and 
pick my battles”, she said. “I have learned not to 
read anything controversial in the environmental 
field before going to bed.As a procrastinator of the 
first order I realise I need a long lead time in order 
to write submissions but I still tend to meet 
deadlines at the eleventh hour”. 
 
“I have learned to live with criticism over the stands 
I take but it still hurts. I can live with it when I 
know in my heart it is the right thing to do”. 
 
“Being involved in campaigns over many years has 
seen conservationists vindicated  for the stand they 
have taken on various issues such as the so- called 
electricity reforms, helping me to be resilient and 
keep my sense of humour”. Mrs Henderson said. 
“Taking the proponents for the Castlerock 
International Airport to the Environment Court and 
winning was a huge effort, again involving a dream 
team of people with expertise and a group of 
determined locals”. 
 
Other issues include energy conservation and 
efficiency and the impact of intensive farming on 
water.  “The current attitude by some people, 
believing that water going out to sea is wasted 
seems bizarre when hydrology involved with both  
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rivers and the sea is reliant on constant natural 
flows,’’ she said. “A major current issue is Meridian 
Energy’s pending application to take the last of the 
Waiau River’s high flows for extra electricity for 
the Tiwai Smelter. What price do we have to keep 
paying for the loss of such an awesome river as the 
Waiau?’’ 
   

“Joining with others makes positive outcomes 
possible, proving to be more effective and much 
more satisfying,’’ Mrs Henderson said. ‘’This award 
affirms the work we have continued to do together 
all of which has only been possible with the 
continuing support of my husband David, son 
Christopher and other family and friends’’. 
Jenny Campbell 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
RMA CHANGES OVERVIEW  
 
Nobody likes the idea that the first they will know 
of a significant local development will be the sound 
of the bulldozer down the road. 
 
The Resource Management Act is the main way that 
ordinary New Zealanders can have a say in how our 
resources and environment are managed. One of the 
core ideas behind the Act is that the best outcomes 
for sustainable management are achieved when the 
public and community groups, such as Forest & 
Bird, have the ability to fully participate in decision-
making processes. 
  
However, the Government has introduced the 
Resource Management (Simplifying and 
Streamlining) Amendment Bill that proposes 
several changes that could significantly restrict the 
public’s ability to participate in decisions on how 
our resources are managed. 
 
SEA LIONS AT PARLIAMENT  
 
Ninety-five cardboard sea lions assembled on 
Parliament’s lawn at lunchtime on March 4 to mark 
the number of real sea lions the Minister of 
Fisheries has allowed the squid fishery to kill this 
season. 
 
Forest & Bird Marine Conservation Advocate 
Kirstie Knowles told a lunchtime crowd that no sea 
lions should be allowed to be caught and killed by 
squid fishers around the Subantarctic Islands.  
 
Green Party conservation spokesperson Metiria 
Turei and Labour conservation spokesperson Steve 
Chadwick also spoke in support of greater 
protection of the New Zealand sea lions, which now 
number 12,000. 
 
New Fisheries Minister Phil Heatley arrived after 
the speeches to talk to Forest & Bird staff about his 

reasons for setting the sea lion kill quota at 113. 
Squid fishers later voluntarily reduced the quota to 
95 after news that the number of sea lion pups is 
down 31 per cent this season.  
 
Help fund Forest & Bird’s work to protect sea lions 
by making a donation to our latest appeal. Forest & 
Bird is the loudest voice speaking for sea lions right 
now, and your donations will fund our work 
campaigning to have the squid fishery’s sea lion kill 
quota reduced to zero. 
  
A New Zealand film about the slow recovery of sea 
lions in Otago is on in the main centres in March 
and April. Whetu rere – the sea lion and the comet 
is by Kat Baulu and Alastair Jamieson. More 
information: http://www.sealionfilm.co.nz/ 
 

 
SHEARWATERS FALL FOR IT  
 
The Hutton’s shearwater work by Kaikoura branch 
chairperson Ailsa Howard and others has paid off, 
with several birds returning to a new breeding site 
on the coast. 
 
About 300 young shearwaters were moved from 
their nests in the Seaward Kaikoura mountains to a 
new site on the Kaikoura coast between 2005 and 
2008. It was hoped that the endangered shearwaters 
would return to the new site after their overseas 
travels. 
 
Shearwater calls have been broadcast from the new 
site – where volunteers have put nesting boxes – 
this summer. So far the returning birds have fallen 
for the ruse.If the new area takes off as a breeding 
site, it will add to the two remaining natural sites in 
the mountains.  
 
Ailsa’s blog about the project is at 
http://blog.forestandbird.org.nz/a-welcome-return/ 

To get more news from across the country sign up for E-News on www.forestandbird.org.nz 
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News from Fiordland Ecology Holidays - Ruth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Firstly Lance and I would like to thank all the Forest and Bird members who have supported us over the years.  
With your passion for the environment, support and your encouragement we would not have established our 
award winning business.  Real Journeys have bought the Breaksea Girl and our business, take over date is the 
1st October. After many discussions Lance and I are very happy with sale agreement as we had hoped who ever 
finally bought Fiordland Ecology Holidays would not only recognise the value of what we offer but would 
continue to run the business with the same values. 
  
To ease the take-over Lance and I will be continuing to run the business for the 2009/10 season, so we are still 
here in Manapouri if anyone wants to drop by at our office.  
  
45 South Bookshop news 
  
The bookshop will also continue to open through to May of next year, and then I have big decisions to make. 
  
So what is there in stock that you may be interested in? 
  
New books: 
Organic Explorer: an absolute must have for anyone who is gong to travel around New Zealand. it is much 
more than a guide book, over 550 listings of organic food cafes, restaurants, shops, Farmer's markets, eco 
friendly accommodation includng straw bale house and mud brick, nature based tourism and lots more.  
Usually $25.00 for F and B members $20.00 
  
Palmers: Men of the Southern Seas  Written by Tony Hanning for his family reunion Jan 2009. Tales of 
adventure and early settlement around the southern coast.  Soft card cover A5 size 90 pages. Signed copies  
$16.00   
  
Diggers, Hatters and Whores by Stevan Eldred-Grigg  The story of the New Zealand goldrushes.  Covers 
the gold rushes throughout the country, Coromandel, Golden Bay, Otago, Marlborough, the West Coast and 
Thames. Over 500 pages full of black and white, and coloured photos and drawings.  Published 2008.  Forest 
and Bird Members   $32.00 
  
Southern Alps  by Alison Ballance   
Nature and history of New Zealand's mountain world.  A really beautiful book, large format, over 300 pages, 
published 2007.  Full of spectacular photos, usually $90.00 Forest and Bird members   $70.00 
  
Second hand books: 
Vegetation Studies of Secretary Island Fiordland.   Part 2 The Plant communities  by P Wardle  Published 
28th Feb 1963   $4.00 
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Submarine Geology of Milford Sound by Anton Fr Bruun,  J W Brodie and C A Fleming.  Published Sept 
1954  $4.00 
  
Plants of New Zealand by Laing and Blackwell   Published 1906, in very good condition, brown cloth cover, 
with black etching.  Tiny pencil notes throughout.  On inside cover, L.V Hodgkin Barmoor Northumberland.   
Hobart March 1090 Partly a prize for ...competition on the ...Feb 1909   $50.00 
  
Treasury of Maori Folklore  A W Reed  1st edition 1963, in very good condition. Cloth covered, dust jacket   
very good.  Over 450 pages  $42.00 
  
Walks in Maoriland Byways  A H Reed   1st edition 1958 in very good condition, green cloth cover.  No dust 
jacket.  $10.00 
  
If you want further information on any of the books email Ruth on info@fiordland.gen.nz 
  
 

Walk 4 the Planet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An energetic and enthusiastic group of about 25 
walkers took the opportunity to be part of the South 
Island hikoi which started on Rakiura on 
Wednesday 25 February and will end in Wellington 
on Easter Sunday.  
 
Leaving Stirling Point at 8.30am in overcast 
conditions meant it was an ideal day for walking, as 
people paced themselves to meet the challenge of 
the walk, finishing in Wachner Place at 4.30pm. 
Michael Skerrett from Te Ao Marama welcomed 
the ecumenical group, reminding them of the 
history of  long walks of both maori and pakeha to 
raise awareness, share concerns and do something 
active about it together. ''It will be a long walk for 
those who have committed to going all the way, but 
very satisfying no doubt as they will raise awareness 

of the need for us all to make changes in our lives to 
make a difference for the earth,'' Southland 
Convenor Judith Robinson says. ''Even those who 
are only able to walk a short distance as part of this 
hikoi, will have their lives changed by making this 
commitment too, we hope.'' 
 
Geoffrey Love from Christchurch has decided to 
walk all the way with others invited to join in as 
they are able, and two support vehicles needed for 
safety. Hospitality and generosity are the marks of 
the beginning of the journey in Southland with food, 
accommodation and thoughtfulness around the 
needs of the walkers being expressed and 
appreciated before the group left for Edendale on 
Monday morning. 
Jenny Campbell 
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Tautuku Lodge – Lenz Reserve 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

The Lodge  
 

Situated on the Southern Scenic Route (SH92) 8km south of Papatowai and 90 minutes north of Invercargill, on a sealed 
highway, the Lodge, Coutts Cabin and an A Frame continue to be a popular place to stay.  In a bush setting of 550 
hectares with beaches, caves and waterfalls nearby it provides an excellent base for exploring the Catlins.  
 
The Lodge (10 beds)  Coutts Cabin (4 beds)  A Frame (2 beds) 
Members $15   Members $15   Members $10 
Non Members $20  Non Members $20  Non Members $15 
 
Schoolchildren $5   Under 5 Free 
 
These prices are at 1989 rates and represent real value for money. The facilities are well equipped (all electric) with 
heaters (heat pump in the Lodge), microwaves, ovens and showers.  
 
Convenient walks are the 1 hour nature walk and 3 hour long track both starting and finishing at the Lodge plus beach 
walks, Cathedral Caves and Lake Wilkie nearby 
 
Another feature in the area is the Cooks Mill site on which is located a Traill tractor and bogies under cover that were 
used for hauling logs, this has been refurbished and upgraded by the Owaka Lions Club as a project following the 
previous repainting of the tractor and bogies by the late Jim Ollerenshaw, whose father was the mill manager. The 
refurbishment was financed by the Lenz Reserve finances together with a generous $1000 donation from South Otago 
Branch. Further funding is being sought from the Clutha Licencing Trust, Balclutha Freezing Works Trust and Rotary. 
The Mill site is listed in the latest Clutha Heritage Trail brochure and is well worth a visit. To book accommodation 
phone Diana Noonan 03 4158024, diana.keith@ruralinzone.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tautuku Lodge Trips 2009 
15-17 May 2009 and 25-27 September 2009 (40th Aniversary) 

 
Tautuku Lodge – Coutts Cabin – A Frame in the Catlins are an ideal place to stay – Why not see for yourself 
by booking in for the 2009 “Working Bees” Weekend. Travel up on Friday night or Saturday morning, work 
on the nature walk track, weeding or working on the buildings can suit all levels of fitness. Free 
accommodation, pot luck tea on Saturday night and time to explore beaches, wetlands and bush walks on 
Sunday before returning home. Book with Tony Bretherick 2186137 
 
On 26 September we will celebrate the 40th Aniversary of the opening of the Lodge. At 
the conclusion of the working bee (approximately 2.30pm) a celebratory afternoon tea will be held which we 
invite members to attend. Bookings are essential for catering purposes – To book contact Janet York ph 03 
4739854 or Tony Bretherick 2186137 or email Marie Lockie  mlockie@woosh.co.nz. 
 

The Lodge The Coutts Cabin 
 

The A Frame 
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A boomer year for Kakapo  
 

Here is an update on the kakapo breeding season as 
at 25 March 2009  
 
Mating - All done and dusted.  The males have 
been slowly winding down.  
 
Nesting -We had a total of 27 females nest, with 
one female nesting twice - so a total of 28 nests to 
find, establish cameras in, and set up camps by. Not 
all mothers were able to last the distance; some eggs 
and chicks were pulled from the nests due to the 
mothers spending too much time away from their 
jobs.  We are now down to monitoring 14 nests.  
 
Eggs / Chicks - 71 total laid, 50 fertile, 13 embryo 
deaths, 28 chicks hatched to date, 9 fertile eggs 
remain. 
  
Total kakapo population now sits at 119!  
 

Hand rearing  
The mothers who are doing the best at raising their 
chicks are feeding them the supplementary food (a 
break through!), and what rimu seed is available. 
We're currently hand rearing 9 chicks, and 
incubating 3 eggs that we have nowhere to place.  
So it looks like we'll be hand rearing at least 12 
chicks this season. We're bringing the chicks who 
need hand rearing to Invercargill on the 7th of 
April.  For now they are being looked after by staff 
on the island - in our portacom / hand rearing 
facility.   
 
All the other chicks in nests will continue to be 
monitored by our impressively hard working island 
staff. The island has been buzzing with people - 
we're hovering around the 30 mark.  
 
Deidre Vercoe – Kakapo Manager 

 
 
 

Southland kakapo watching opportunity 
 

Kakapo Encounter Stewart Island 26 September 2009 – 26 October 2009 night trips to 
Ulva Island 

 
 

 
New Look Website for Forest and Bird 

 
www.forestandbird.org.nz 

 
Branch information will be available on this website. 

 
Help the Branch save money by asking for the branch newsletter on email or look at it on the website, 
email Chris at rances@ihug.co.nz 
 
Email central office and give them your email address to receive E-News, Forest 
and Bird’s regular newsletter for members. 
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QSM Award for Lloyd Esler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lloyd and the spaceball! 
 
“My initial feeling was one of surprise, then 
considering acceptance or not of a New Year’s 
Honour which was a hard decision to make”, says 
Lloyd Esler. “Then when it came to the actual 
public announcement of the Queen’s Service Medal 
and the newspapers were chasing me for comment, I 
was actually on a ship off Picton, then later at 
Parliament. It concerned me that I was given more 
credit than I deserve”. 
 
He was spending time as a guide and naturalist on a 
tourist cruise ship, which he has been doing for a 
few weeks each year over the past eight years, along 
with  bus tours, around New Zealand. He enjoys 
showing off New Zealand and his favourite places 
such as Milford Sound, the Catlins and Otago 
Peninsula .  
 
His list of achievements and involvement in the 
world of nature is quite impressive which is just 
part of what he does without thinking because of his 
keen interest in increasing his knowledge of New 
Zealand wildlife.   
“I am getting a great deal of enjoyment out of 
exploring marine ecosystems and especially 
seaweeds and crabs at present,’’ he says. ‘’Insects, 
birds, ferns and plants in general are other areas I 
like to investigate”. He is involved in many 
educational programmes, especially with young 
people. “Interpreting the natural world for people 
and especially children is what I do”, Lloyd  says. 
 
His involvement in different research projects is one 
area of commitment he has been recognised for.  
“This week I helped band 30 godwits at the Awarua 
wetland and they now have ‘bling’ so they can be 

recognised by their bands as they fly along their 
migratory path along the Asian coast”, he says. “It is 
important to identify their flight path as they are 
being shot and eaten and the wetlands they rely on 
are being reclaimed along the way with them under 
threat along with other migrant wading birds. 
Members of the Ornithological Society along with 
Nelson based experts on bird banding carried out 
the work. I find the estuary is a special place but I 
need a boat to explore it further.” 
 
“I have a thirst for knowledge and am keen to share 
that with others and especially young people”, he 
says. “I am a people person and enjoy people who 
are not pretentious. I don’t mind what some people 
call their stupid questions because I like the 
challenge of answering them as they explore what 
they know. I have noticed people from different 
cultures ask different types of questions in different 
ways”. 
 
He considers a sense of humour is important when 
writing, talking to groups  and teaching and he likes 
to leave them questioning which is one of the skills 
people acknowledge and value about Lloyd. 
Another skill is that he can remember long Latin 
names of plants but he can’t remember numbers or 
people’s names which is not so funny sometimes.   
 
“Even though I am involved in many projects I am a 
great procrastinator but can meet deadlines as I 
function under extreme pressure, but have been 
mulling the ideas over until the last minute”, he 
says. 
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 “I have been meeting deadlines for eight years with 
the weekly column in the Southland Times ‘About 
the South’, which is longer than I thought I could 
sustain it. The problem is that Southlanders do not 
boast enough, they are too modest, so they do not 
tell about their records and firsts”. 
 
Some of Lloyds recent interests have taken him in 
to exploring weather phenomena which he enjoys 
photographing and another area is his family 
genealogy with conversations with distant cousins 
bringing many revelations and intriguing stories to 
record.  
 

“One of the positive outcomes from accepting the 
QSM has been the responses from people through 
cards, emails, phone calls and connections from 
people from the past”, he says. “Once I decided to 
accept it I felt I have to keep earning it. That comes 
from my scouting background as we used to say to 
Scouts when they had got an award, that they had to 
remember why they got it and ‘you better keep your 
game up or give it back’. The award is a reminder 
that I am part of the community and I have an 
obligation to it. My life is reasonably interesting and 
I find it is fun doing what I am doing already so I 
will keep on doing just that”. 
Jenny Campbell 

 
Lloyd has recently written another book – “Southland’s wild weather” available soon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Eco Sourced Native Plants  

 
 
The Nursery team offer: 

·  On-site consultation, analysis of site conditions, issues and opportunities. 
·  Landscape planning for large and small scale ecological restoration projects. 
·  Plans and Assessments of Effects on the Environment for land use resource consent applications. 
·  Design concepts for introducing natives into any size space, from residential courtyard gardens to 

commercial property, lifestyle blocks and large country gardens through to farms. 
·  Eco- sourced plant supply. 
·  Planting and construction work by our experienced construction team.    
·  On going management of plantings. 

 

 

 

Southland Natural History Field Club 
The Southland Natural History Field Club or “Field Club” brings together 
all those with an interest in nature and the outdoors and meets once a 
month (usually on every second Thursday of the month) followed by a 
weekend field trip, often on the same topic as the talk.  If you are interested 
in becoming a member it costs $20 per year ($25 for a family) and you will 
receive the monthly newsletter and programme of trips.  Contact Lloyd 
Esler (2130404). 
 

 
RD 2, Gore 

Ph. 03 205 3801 
Fax. 03 205 3703 
A/H. 03 205 3703 

Mobile. 0274 346 174 
Email. pukeraunursery@clear.net.nz 
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Southland Community Nursery 
185 Grant Road, Otatara 

email rances@ihug.co.nz 
web address http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~rances/ 

 

 
“Native Shelterbelts” 

One of the most frequent enquires at the Community Nursery is about creating a native shelterbelt. Shelterbelts 
are required in most garden (and dare I say it, farm) situations in Southland and I favour native shelterbelts for a 
number of reasons: 

·  They provide dense shelter from ground level up  

·  They look attractive, with a variety of textures and colours, shapes and heights  

·  They provide a small piece of forest or a wildlife corridor and attract native birds 

·  After initial establishment, they are largely maintenance free.  They do not need topping.  

·  By using locally sourced  (i.e. eco-sourcing ) native plants you will have more chance of the plants 
surviving - being adapted to local conditions and climate 

However, native shelterbelts do need to be wider – natives do not do well as a single line. The best species to 
use are Pittosporum tenuifolium, broadleaf, Olearia, cabbage tree, lemonwood, Coprosma propinqua, flax, toe 
toe, koromiko, Hebe elliptica (coastal areas), lowland ribbonwood. 
 
Native Shelterbelt Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Free Native 
Plant 

Propagation 
Workshop 

 
Native Plants from 

Cuttings 
 

Friday 5 June 2009 
 

10am-Noon 
 

Book a place by 
emailing or 

phoning Chris 

At the Nursery we grow all of the species that are ideal for shelter – come and see us on 
a Friday at 185 Grant Road, Otatara, do some work and take some plants away for free! 
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Farmer Values Wetlands 
 
Having a vision for a different view of wetlands in 
his community inspired Ray Waghorn to protect 
330 hectares of his private land in the Waituna 
catchment because of its wetland and conservation 
values. The area is now under Department of 
Conservation (DOC) stewardship. 
 
''I saw the wetland being destroyed by large scale 
development and then got others involved,'' Mr 
Waghorn said. ''We are now seeing riparian fencing 
established across the area, with five kilometres 
being done on my property over the last few 
months.'' It is envisaged that 45 kilometres of 
riparian fencing will be done with 20 landowners 
being involved in the area. 
 
One of the initiatives of the Awarua/ Waituna 
Community Advisory group has been to get 
subsidies for riparian plantings. DOC are planning 
the planting schedule and ensuring enough plants 
are propagated for this purpose, using plants which 
all occur naturally in the area such as red tussock 
and toetoe. 
 
''Environment Southland is working in conjunction 
with DOC, putting up riparian planting plans for 
individual farmers, free of charge, to encourage 
people to implement this on their properties,'' 
Environment Southland Land Sustainability Officer 
Nathan Cruikshank said. 
 
Mr Waghorn has seen water quality in the lagoon 
improving but he considers there is still more room 
for improvement. ''Siltation in the Waituna Lagoon 
over the last 10 years has been huge,''  he said. ''It is 
a thrill to see native plants such as Donatia novae- 
zelandiae regenerating on the raised peat land and 
we just need to give it a chance to get re-
established. We are seeing some big populations of  
kokopu, a native fish, in these streams now which is 
encouraging and has surprised us.'' 
 
Rodney Trainor from Hokonui Runaka said there 
has been a new monitoring programme established, 
addressing issues across the catchment. This 
programme is called the State of the Takawa, South 
Island Ngai Tahu Iwi initiative. ''We have been 
raising awareness about the native fish in the 
streams here, identifying water weeds, doing bird 

watching and helping with riparian management,'' 
he said. 
 
DOC has started a programme of monitoring native 
fish numbers as well as doing trials on native plants. 
 
Mr Waghorn considers this is a unique area with 
peatland right against the coast. ''It is a shame to see 
this natural peatland still being developed into 
pasture along the edge of the lagoon as there is not a 
lot left,''  he acknowledged. 
 
NZ Landcare Trust Regional Coordinator, Janet 
Gregory as one of the organisers of a recent field 
day commented on the closeness of the Waituna 
Lagoon to farmland saying that the day concentrated 
on linking what was happening on the farms to the 
wetlands. 
 
''It was a fantastic day with a mixture of groups 
active in the community along with local farmers 
and interested people, interacting and sharing their 
knowledge,'' she said. For those people lucky 
enough to take a helicopter ride over the Awarua/ 
Waituna area, they returned, impressed with the 
vastness and diversity of the wetland area of bogs, 
open water and tarns and particularly the Seaward 
Moss area. 
 
DOC Ranger Sally Chesterfield looks after the area, 
promoting education and interpretation, along with 
liaising and coordinating with the people concerned 
with the values of this special area. Being named 
this year under the Ramsar Convention as a wetland 
of international importance, the greater Awarua 
Wetland area is the largest wetland area in New 
Zealand. The unique values and significance of the 
wetland are recognised with the increase from the 
original 3,500 ha Waituna Wetland Scientific 
Reserve which had been established under Ramsar 
in 1976. 
 
Monitoring of three rare and threatened bird species 
of crake, fernbird, and bittern is being undertaken to 
help with their management. DOC is concerned 
about motorbikes and vehicles being driven on the 
Fortrose Spit as they damage the dune system and 
threatened pingao plants. 
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''A public meeting showed support for the 
establishment of the six kilometre Waghorn track 
which will start from the existing car park on 
Waghorn Road and provide an excellent 
opportunity to view the lagoon and adjacent 
peatland,'' Ms Chesterfield said. ''Two other options 

of the Tiwai Peninsula Track and the Awarua Bay 
track were also supported but concerns were 
expressed about the impact of public access and 
bikes on the wading birds' habitat.'' 
Jenny Campbell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Boardwalk and 
viewing hide 

Viewing hide on the boardwalk Waghorn Road 
overlooking Waituna Lagoon 
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Southland Branch Committee 
 

Craig Carson (2130732)     Marie Lockie (2178720) 
Rob and Peggy Snoep (2169103)    Ruth Dalley, Te Anau (03 2496664) 
Christine Henderson, Lumsden (03 2487605)  Jenny Campbell, Mossburn (03 2486398) 
Arthur Williams (2168985)     Chris and Brian Rance (2131161) 
Barbara Carson (2130732)     Margaret Hopkins, Stewart Island (03 2191126) 
Neill Robertson, Manapouri (03 2499595)    Christine McKenzie, Fortrose (03 2469526)
   
 

Forest and Bird Addresses: 
Southland Branch PO Box 1155, Invercargill 

www.converge.org.nz/fbsth 
Southern Region Office – Sue Maturin 

PO Box 364, Dunedin 
Central Office – PO Box 631, Wellington 

www.forest-bird.org.nz 
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