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Welcome to the Forest and Bird Warkworth Area Branch Update - March 2026







			How the year flies by!  March has arrived along with the first days of Autumn 2026. Where did the summer go?
As the effects of climate change assert themselves increasingly, we’re all seeing and feeling the weather extremes arrive in all their forms. From my window during each and every big storm I watch (and help measure) several thousand tonnes of sediment arrive from our local catchments, leaving slips and damaged roads and our estuaries, seabed and shorelines coated with mud. Even if we can’t see the damage, we feel its effects through the cost and availability of insurance policies and ever-increasing rates bills to cover repairs.
On the brighter side, here are some updates I’d like to share. We look forward to the remainder of 2026 and whatever it may bring!
Ngā mihi nui
Tim
Chair, Warkworth Area Branch
Ph: 021 322890




















			Winter Talks – Save the dates







			For your diaries, we’re delighted to announce our line-up of Winter Talks for 2026! Last season’s talks were very well attended, and we thank everyone who presented and came along for the evenings. The Q&A sessions afterwards are always lively.
Please save the dates for these outstanding speakers for this year (always first Thursday of the month):
	Date
	Event Speaker
	Topic Outline

	7th May
	Maureen Young
	Hauturu – Little Barrier

	4th June
	Our branch AGM (15 minutes) plus talk by Anthea Johnson
	Identifying our birds by sight and sound

	2nd July
	Prof. Peter de Lange
	Island conservation - Rēkohu Chatham Islands

	6th August
	Neil Bennett
	Our gulf below the water

	3rd September
	Prof. Simon Thrush
	Our changing oceans including the impact of acidification



The talks will again be at the Oaks Southgate Room, upstairs at the Warkworth Hotel, starting at 7pm. Please bring a $5 donation towards costs if you are able.
Watch our branch website for more information on each talk. 
Warkworth Area | Forest and Bird







			Come and see us at the A&P Show – Saturday 21st March 2026!







			We have a stand at the show again this year, and our focus will be on the Denniston plateau: too precious to mine campaign.
The Denniston plateau is a unique 'lost world' on the West Coast and is under threat from a massive coal mining expansion. Come along and have a go at our interactive puzzle, meet some of our team and have a look at some of our information and offerings.
Gates open 9am – find our stand within the Restore Rodney East (RRE) show site.
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													The Two-Year Ban on Rockpool Harvesting





































			Many of us will have directly seen the impacts of the stripping of shellfish, seaweed, and other creatures from our rockpools and the inter-tidal zone around our local coastline. Thanks to the Ngāti Manuhiri Settlement Trust’s recent proposal to MPI and Fisheries NZ, parts of our shoreline have now received protection from harvesting for two years, commencing 12th March.
There are two major concerns we would like to highlight to you:
1. The first is that only part of the proposed protections have been incorporated in the announced ban, and some areas within our local area, such as Orewa through to Mahurangi West as well as some local estuaries, have been left wide open for ongoing exploitation by the so-called “bucket people.”
Having investigated this further, the simple reason for the gaps is that MPI received objections to the ban in the omitted areas, which they were obliged to take into consideration. We are pleased to see that there is a way forward to include those unprotected areas in future – a monitoring and observation regime will be in place and if take continues or increases in these omitted zones the Minister can take the additional step of adding them into the banned spaces.
We fully expect pressure to relocate from the protected spaces to those without cover under the ban. The process for reporting these matters will be announced soon. The general advice is simply to watch, observe and record, not to confront.
2. The second is that this is not yet a nationwide protection framework. The current regime is for some intertidal species (pipis, cockles, etc) to have catch limits, but by default every other species (starfish, cat’s eyes, sea anemones, etc) can be taken without any protections.
The simple response is for the legislation to flip the rule and thereby protect every species without exception. Only those with specific bag limits could then be taken. Who would have thought this would need years of navel gazing to put into effect? We will watch the next two years with interest – sadly, much will be lost here and elsewhere until there is an overarching protection framework in place.
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						We’re Looking for New Committee Members
	Our AGM is coming up on 4th June and we’re always looking for new and additional people to join us on our local committee. 
Forest and Bird has a proud reputation of defending and promoting te taiao and its protections, and here in the Warkworth Area we are all dedicated to the care of our environment. Whether it’s caring for a local park or reserve, advocating on local or regional issues impacting our environment, or participating in national campaigns there’s “much to do in the garden”.
We’re a very friendly bunch and have an excellent collegial style of working together to achieve our plans and goals. The workload is as light as you’d prefer – formal committee meetings are bi-monthly.
You’d be very welcome to join the team.
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